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‘ UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON,; D.C. 20549

DIVISION OF
CORPORATION FINANCE

FAe e i g 8 e s L
B OANANANS IV A e oo

February 5, 2013
FER 05 2013
John A. B
Abbot Laboratorid/Vashington, DC 20549 Act: 1934
hn.b bb ection:
john.berry@abbott.com Rule: ‘L\&. =
Re:  Abbott Laboratories Public

Incoming letter dated December 21, 2012 Avallab:h'ry' 02. 05:20)3
Dear M. Berry:

This is in response to your letter dated December 21, 2012 concerning the
shareholder proposal submitted to Abbott by the AFSCME Employees Pension Plan; The
Sustainability Group; the Benedictine Sisters of Virginia; the Benedictine Sisters of
Boerne, Texas; the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal
Church; the Congregation of Divine Providence; and the Convent Academy of the
Incarnate Word. We also have received a letter on behalf of the proponents dated
January 16, 2013. Copies of all of the correspondence on which this response is based

- will be made available on our website at http://www.sec.gov/divisions/corpfin/cf-
noaction/14a-8.shtml. For your reference, a brief discussion of the Division’s informal
. procedures regardmg shareholder proposals is also available at the same website address.

Sincerely,

Ted Yu
Senior Special Counsel

Enclosure
cc: John Keenan

American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO
jkeenan@afscme.org



February 5, 2013

Response of the Office of Chief Counsel
Division of Corporation Finance

Re:  Abbott Laboratories
Incoming letter dated December 21, 2012

The proposal requests that the board authorize the preparation of a report on
lobbying contributions and expenditures that contains information specified in the
proposal.

We are unable to concur in your view that Abbott may exclude the proposal under
rule 14a-8(i)(10). Based on the information you have presented, it does not appear that
Abbott’s public disclosures compare favorably with the guidelines of the proposal.
Accordingly, we do not believe that Abbott may omit the proposal from its proxy
materials in reliance on rule 14a-8(i)(10).

Sincerely,

Jessica Dickerson
Attorney-Adviser



DIVISION OF CORPORATION FINANCE :
INFORMAL PROCEDURES REGARDING SHAREHOLDER PROPOSALS

The Division of Corporation Finance believes that its responsibility with respect to
. matters arising under Rule 14a-8 {17 CFR 240.14a-8], as with other matters under the proxy
~ rules, is to aid those who must comply with the rule by offering informal advice and suggestlons
and to determirie, initially, whether or not it may be appropriate in a particular matter to_
recommend enforcement action to the Commission. In connection with a shareholder proposal
" under Rule 14a-8, the Division’s.staff considers the information furnished to it by the Company

~in support of its intention to exclude the proposals from the Company s proxy. matenials, as well

as any mformauon fmmshcd by the proponent or-the proponent’s representatlve

Although Rule 14a-8(k) does not require any commumcatlons from shareholders to the
Commnssxon s staff, the staff will always. consider information concerning alleged violations of
' the statutes administered by the Commission, including argument as to whether or not activities
proposed to be taken would be violative of the statute or rule involved. The receipt by the staff -
of such information, however, should not be construed as changing the staff’s informal
proccdures and proxy review into a formal or adversary procedure.

Itis xmportant to note that‘ the staff’s and. Commission’s no-action responses to - :
‘Rule 14a-8(j) submissions reflect only informal views. The dcienninaﬁonsreached in these no-
action letters do not and cannot adjudicate the merits of a company’s position with respect to the
proposal Only & court such as a U.S. District Court can decide whether a company is obligated
. to include shareholder proposals in its proxy materials. Accordingly a discretionary
. determination not to recommend or take Commission enforcement action, does not preclude a
proponent, or any shareholder of a.company, from pursuing any rights he or she may have against
the company in-court, should the management omit the proposal from the company S proxy
material. " . : :
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EMPLOYEES PENSION PLAN

January 16, 2013

VIA EMAIL (shareholderproposals@sec.gov)
Securities and Exchange Commission
Division of Corporation Finance

Office of Chief Counsel

100 F Street, NE

Washington, DC 20549

Re: Shareholder proposal of AFSCME Employees Pension Plan and co-filers; request by -
Abbott Laboratories for no-action determination

Dear Sir/Madam:

Pursuant to Rule 14a-8 under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the AFSCME
Employees Pension Plan (the “Plan”), together with co-filers the Sustainability Group,
the Benedictine Sisters of Virginia, the Benedictine Sisters of Boerne, Texas, the
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church, the
Congregation of Divine Providence and the Convent Academy of the Incarnate Word
(together, the “Proponents™) submitted to Abbott Laboratories (“Abbott™) a shareholder
proposal (the “Proposal™) asking Abbott to provide an annual report disclosing its '
policies and procedures relating to lobbymg as well as certain information regarding
payments used for lobbying.

In a letter dated December 21, 2012 (the “No-Action Request”), Abbott stated that
it intends to omit the Proposal from its proxy materials being prepared for the 2013
annual meeting of shareholders. Abbott claims that it may exclude the Proposal pursuant

to Rule 14a-8(1)(10), as substantially implemented.

Abbott’s current request regarding omission of this Proposal is substantially -

* similar to a request Abbott made in 2012 to omit a virtually identical proposal (the “2012

Proposal”) submitted by the Plan and co-filers, and the Staff of the Division should
decline to allow exclusion of the Proposal for the same reasons that the Staff declinedto -
concur in 2012. As was the case in 2012, Abbott has not made sufficient changes in its
disclosures since last year’s determination to support a conclusmn that Abbott has
substantially implemented the Proposal.

American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO
TEL (202) 775-8142  FAX (202) 785-4606 1625 L Street, N.W, Washington, D.C. 20036-5687
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In its current request, Abbott points only to two minor changes it has made in its lobbying
disclosures since its request to exclude the 2012 Proposal on substantial implementation grounds
was denied. Abbott states that it has added a new section to the disclosures published on its
“Corporate Political Participation” webpage (a new “Government Affairs™ section), setting forth
very general public policy engagement principles and providing links to its Federal quarterly .
lobbying reports, and that it has added ballot measure committees to the disclosures included in
its semi-annual reports of corporate political contributions, which are also posted on the
webpage. These changes fall far short of implementing the Proposal. .

of the five shortcomings identified in the Plan’s response to Abbott’s 2012 request to
* omit the 2012 Proposal, Abbott has rectified only one, the pew “Government Affairs” section
setting out general principles of public policy engagement.! Abbott has taken no action to
remedy the other four deficiencies identified in 2012, and Abbott has failed to mplement
mgmﬁcant elements of the Proposal.

Abbott continues to provide scattered disclosures, spread out among its web site, its

Federal reports, and its reports to the states that require lobbying disclosure, which appear only
" “at the appropriate state agency, either in the state capitol or on the state’s public web site.” (No-
Action Request, at 3) The Proposal seeks to obtain comprehensive disclosure of lobbying
activities and expenditures provided in a single report posted on the company’s website.
Requiring shareholders to visit state capitols to view and copy state lobbymg disclosure reports,
or to search state public web sites, does not achieve this objective. -

Further, the Proposal requests that Abbott make disclosure regarding all state lobbying

- activities, regardless of whether such disclosure is legally required. As it did last year, Abbott
makes disclosure about state lobbying only where mandated by state statute or regulation. (See
No-Action Request, at 3 (Abbott reports in states where it has a registered lobbying “consistent
with state law™)) Given the significant gaps in state regulation, this is a key element of the
Proposal. Thus, Abbott’s failure to provide such disclosure undermines its claxm to substantlal
1mplementat10n

The Proposal also asks Abbott to disclose all payments to trade associations used for
lobbying, whatever the amount. As it did last year, Abbott only identifies trade associations that
receive dues payments of $100,000 or more, which it contends is the “relevant threshold for
material payments.” (No-Action Request, at 4) Abbott’s arguments regardmg the appropriate
- threshold for disclosure are more appropriately made in its statement in opposition to the
- Proposal; its belief about the proper threshold does not change the fact that its threshold is
inconsistent with the Proposal. The Proposal asks for information about the amounts Abbott
contributes that are used for lobbying purposes by trade associations; simply identifying trade
association memberships does not allow shareholders to understand and assess the extent of
Abbott’s indirect lobbying expendltures

Fma]ly, the Proposal seeks disclosure of Abbott’s membership in, and payments to, tax-
exempt organizations that draft and endorse model legislation. Abbott does not disclose any
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information about such groups and does not mention that element of the Proposal in 1ts No-
‘ Actlon Request. .

- To summarize, the two minor changes Abbott has made in its lobbying disclosures since
its request to exclude the 2012 Proposal on substantial implementation grounds was denied are
not sufficient to support a conclusion that Abbott has now substantially implemented the
Proposal. Four of five gaps identified in the Plan’s 2012 response remain unaddressed, including
entire elements of the Proposal such as disclosure of all state lobbying activities and disclosure
regarding tax-exempt organizations that draft and endorse model legislation. Accordmgly, the
Proponents respectfully ask that Abbott’s request for a determmatlon allowing om1ss10n on
substantial implementation grounds be denied.

* ok &k ¥k

The Proponents appreciate the opportunity to be of assistance in this matter. If you have
any questions or need further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Very truly yours,

- cc:  JohnA. Berry

Divisional Vice President, Associate General Counscl and Assistant Secrctary
Abbott Laboratories

Thomas Francione
The Sustainability Group

Sr. Henry Marie Zimmerman

The Benedictine Sisters of Virginia

Sr. Susan Mika .

The Benedictine Sisters of Boerne, Texas

Harry Van Buren . .
The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church

Sr. Patricia Regan
The Congregation of Divine Providence
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Sr. Barbara Netek _
The Convent Academy of the Incarnate Word

' The ballot measure disclosures on which Abbott relies as proof of implementation (No-Actwn Request, at 3) were
not among the deficiencies discussed in the Plan’s 2012 response.




From: Richman, Laura D. <LRichman@mayerbrown.com>

Sent: Friday, December 21, 2012 2:55 PM

To: shareholderproposals

Cc: © jkeenan@afscme.org

Subject: _ Abbott Laboratories Shareholder Proposal Regarding Lobbying [MB-AME.FID647178)
Attachments: No-Action Letter - Lobbying (FINAL VERSION).pdf

On behalf of Abbott Laboratories, | have enclosed a no-action request in connection with a shareholder proposal as
further described therein.

Laura D. Richman, Esq.
Mayer Brown LLP

T +13127017304
Irichman@mayerbrown.com
F+1 312706 8194

71 South Wacker Drive
Chicago, llinois 60606

IRS CIRCULAR 230 NOTICE. Any tax advice expressed above by Mayer Brown LLP was not intended or
written to be used, and cannot be used, by any taxpayer to avoid U.S. federal tax penalties. If such advice was
written or used to support the promotion or marketing of the matter addressed above, then each offeree should
seek advice from an independent tax advisor.

This email and any files transmitted with it are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom
they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the system manager. If you are not the
named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail.



John A. Berry Abbott Laboratories t 847 938 3591

Divisional Vice President and Securities and Benefits f 847 938 9492
Associate General Counsel Dept. 32L, Bidg. AP6C-1N john.berry@abbott.com
100 Abbott Park Road

Abbott Park, I. 60064-6092

December 21, 2012

Via Email

Shareholderproposals@sec.gov
Securities and Exchange Commission
Division of Corporation Finance
Office of Chief Counsel

100 F Street, N.E.

Washington, D.C. 20549

Re: Abbott Laboratories—Shareholder Proposal Submitted by the AFSCME Employees Pension
Plan

Ladies and Gentlemen:

On behalf of Abbott Laboratories (“Abbott” or the “Company”) and pursuant to Rule 14a-8(j) under the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934, | hereby request confirmation that the staff (the “Staff”) of the
Securities and Exchange Commission (the “Commission”) will not recommend enforcement action if,
in reliance on Rule 14a-8, we exclude a proposal submitted by the AFSCME Employees Pension Plan
and six co-proponents’ (collectively, the “Proponent”) from the proxy materials for Abbott's 2013
annual shareholders’ meeting, which we expect to file in definitive form with the Commission on or
about March 15, 2013.

A notice on behalf of the Proponent was submitted on November 1, 2012, containing the following
proposed resolution for consideration at our 2013 annual shareholders’ meeting:

“Whereas, corporate lobbying exposes our company to risks that could affect the
company’s stated goals, objectives, and ultimately shareholder value, and

Whereas, we rely on the information provided by our company to evaluate goals and
objectives, and we, therefore, have a strong interest in full disclosure of our
company’s lobbying to assess whether our company’s lobbying is consistent with its
expressed goals and in the best interests of shareholders and long-term value.

Resolved, the shareholders of Abbott Laboratories (“Abbott”) request that
the Board authorize the preparation of a report, updated annually,
disclosing:

1. Company policy and procedures governing lobbying, both direct and
indirect, and grassroots lobbying communications.

! The co-proponents are the Sustainability Group, the Benedictine Sisters of Virginia, the Benedictine Sisters of
Texas, the Episcopal Church, the Congregation of Divine Providence and the Convent Academy of the Incarnate
Word.

Abbott

A Promise for Life



2. Payments by Abbott used for (a) direct or indirect lobbying or (b) grassroots
lobbying communications, in each case including the amount of the
payment and the recipient.

3. Abbott’s membership in and payments to any tax-exempt organization that
writes and endorses model legislation.

4, Description of the decision making process and oversight by management
and the Board for making payments described in section 2 above.

For purposes of this proposal, a “grassroots lobbying communication” is a
communication directed to the general public that (a) refers to specific legislation or
regulation, (b) reflects a view on the legislation or regulation and (c) encourages the
recipient of the communication to take action with respect to the legislation or
regulation. “Indirect lobbying” is lobbying engaged in by a trade association or other
organization of which Abbott is a member.

Both “direct and indirect lobbying” and “grassroots lobbying communications”
include efforts at the local, state and federal levels.

The report shall be presented to the Audit Committee of the Board or other relevant
oversight committees of the Board and posted on the company's web site.”

Pursuant to Rule 14a-8(j), | have enclosed a copy of the proposed resolution, together with the
recitals and supporting statement, as Exhibit A (the “Proposal”). | have also enclosed a copy of all
relevant correspondence exchanged with the Proponent as Exhibit B. Pursuant to Rule 14a-8(j), a
copy of this letter is being sent to notify the Proponent of our intention to omit the Proposal from our
2013 proxy materials.

We believe that the Proposal may be properly omitted from Abbott’s 2013 proxy materials pursuant to
Rule 14a-8 for the reasons set forth below.

. The Proposal may be properly omitted from Abbott’s proxy materials under Rule 14a-
8(i)(10) because it has been substantially implemented.

Rule 14a-8(i)(10) permits a company to omit a proposal from its proxy statement and form of proxy if
the company has substantially implemented the proposal. The general policy underlying the
substantially implemented basis for exclusion is “to avoid the possibility of shareholders having to
consider matters which have already been favorably acted upon by the management.” Release No.
34-12598 (July 7, 1976).

On December 22, 2011, Abbott submitted a no-action request to the Staff with respect to a proposal
that was substantially similar to the Proposal. In Abbott Laboratories (avail. Feb. 8, 2012), the Staff did
not permit Abbott to exclude such proposal as substantially implemented under Rule 14a-8(i)(10).
Abbott has during the past year, however, increased its public lobbying disclosures in response to the
previously received proposal. We have enclosed as Exhibit C a copy of the Corporate Political
Participation page on Abbott's web site, with these changes highlighted in yellow for convenience.

Page 2



With the implementation of such changes, Abbott’s public lobbying disclosures compare favorably to
the guidelines of the Proposal and capture its essential objective of achieving a heightened level of
“transparency and accountability in the use of staff time and corporate funds” with respect to lobbying
activities. We therefore believe that the Staff should concur that Abbott has substantially implemented
the Proposal, permitting Abbott to exclude the Proposal from its 2013 proxy statement in accordance
with Rule 14a-8(i)(10).

Policies and Procedures. Abbott continues to maintain a dedicated page on its public web site at
www.abbott.com, titled Corporate Political Participation?, that provides disclosure of its lobbying
policies, practices and procedures. Abbott recently enhanced its Corporate Political Participation page
with the addition of a new Government Affairs section, which discusses Abbott’s public engagement
principles. This section describes in detail Abbott’s policies and procedures governing lobbying, both
direct and indirect, and grassroots lobbying communications.

Payment Information. In the Corporate Political Contributions Report section of Abbott’s web site,
Abbott posts semi-annual reports of corporate contributions to political candidates, political parties,
political committees and organizations under 26 U.S.C. Sec. 527 of the Internal Revenue Code. Within
the last year, Abbott also added baliot measure committees to the disclosures included in its reports.
These reports list the name of the candidates and the organizations receiving the contributions as well
as the amount of the contribution. Abbott discloses in this section that it has not made direct
independent expenditures on behalf of candidates running for public office and does not have plans to
make such independent expenditures. However, if such expenditures are made, they would be
included in Abbott’s semi-annual report.

The new Government Affairs section describes and contains links to Abbott’s Federal quarterly
lobbying reports, which are publicly available in the lobbying disclosure web sites of both the House
and Senate. Through such links, the web site is updated when new reports are filed. Payments for
direct federal lobbying by consultants or third parties are also calculated and included as part of our
Federal quarterly lobbying reports. In those states in which Abbott has a registered lobbyist, reports
are filed consistent with state law. Those reports are publicly available at the appropriate state
agency, either in the state capitol or on the state’s public web site.

In addition to reporting direct political contributions, Abbott and its registered lobbyists report indirect
contributions (such as payments for events honoring covered elected officials, or entities named for
covered legislative officials, or an organization controlled by covered officials, etc.) as part of their
Form LD-203 filings, and payments made by Abbott for outside lobbying services are required to be
disclosed by lobbyists on a Form LD-2. Both the Form LD-203 and Form LD-2 are available and
searchable in the lobbying disclosure web sites of both the House and Senate.

The Corporate Political Contributions Report section expressly discloses that “Abbott does not currently
make direct expenditures towards U.S. federal or state grassroots lobbying communications to the
general public.”

2 Click on Investor Relations, then click on Investor Resources and select Corporate Political Participation. The
direct url for this section of the Company’s web site is
htip://www.abbott.com/global/url/content/en US/70.20.35:35/qeneral content/General Content 00170.htm.
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Membership Information. In the Trade Association Memberships section, Abbott posts annually a list
of the trade associations that engage in lobbying and other political activity to which Abbott pays dues
of $100,000 or more per year, which Abbott views as a relevant threshold for material payments to
trade organizations. That portion of dues paid to trade associations for lobbying activity is currently
captured and reported as part of Abbott's Federal quarterly lobbying disclosure to Congress.

Decision Making Process and Oversight, The enhanced disclosure to the Corporate Political
Participation page on Abbott’s web site describes the decision making process and oversight by
management and the Board for making payments of the type described in the Proposal. The web site
states that Abbott has a Federal Government Affairs office in Washington, D.C. that is responsible for
advocacy activities with the U.S. Congress and the federal government. The web site notes that
advocacy at the U.S. state level is managed by Abbott’s State Government Affairs function and that
Abbott also hires outside firms that can provide expertise on its key policy issues. The web site also
discloses Board oversight, stating that the Public Policy Committee of the Abbott Board of Directors
reviews an annual report of Abbott's advocacy priorities and the Company’s U.S. political contributions
policy. The Public Policy Committee also reviews an annual report of trade association memberships,
the amount of dues paid to such organizational and the amounts used for lobbying.

The Staff has consistently found proposals to have been substantially implemented within the scope of
Rule 14a-8(i)(10) when the company already has policies and procedures in place relating to the
subject matter of the proposal. In Texaco, Inc. (avail. Mar. 28, 1991) (proposal requesting that the
company adopt the “Valdez Principles” regarding environmental matters was substantially
implemented by company policies and practices concerning environmental disclosure and compliance
review), the Staff noted that “a determination that the company has substantially implemented the
proposal depends upon whether [the company’s] particular policies, practices and procedures
compare favorably with the guidelines of the proposal.” See also Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. (avail. Mar. 30,
2010) (proposal requesting the board to adopt principles “for national and international action to stop
global warming” based on six model principles was substantially implemented by a company climate
strategy to reduce the carbon footprints of itself, its suppliers and its consumers and to be actively
engaged in public policy dialogue); and Merck & Co., Inc. (avail. Mar. 14, 2012) (proposal requesting
that the board issue an annual report to shareholders disclosing procedures to ensure proper animal
care was substantially implemented by Merck’s public disclosures, which included an entire website
page devoted to the essential objective of the proposal).

Furthermore, under Staff precedent, a company'’s actions do not have to be precisely those called for
by the proposal so long as the company’s actions satisfactorily address the proposal’s essential
objective. For example, in Exxon Mobil Corp. (avail. Mar, 23, 2009), the Staff permitted the company to
exclude a shareholder proposal requesting more detail about payments to specified organizations in
the company’s report on political contributions on the grounds that the company had substantially
implemented the proposal. The proponent argued that the company’s policy and report on political
contributions dealt only minimally with payments to the specified organizations; however, the Staff
concurred with the company that its disclosures were stfficient to demonstrate substantial
implementation of the proposal even though the company did not disclose all payments to the
particular organizations requested by the proposal. See also, Johnson & Johnson (avail. Feb. 17,
2006) (proposal requesting the company to confirm that all current and future U.S. employees were
legal workers was substantially implemented because the company had verified that 91% of its
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domestic workforce were legal workers); and Talbots Inc. (avail. Apr. 5, 2002) (proposal requesting the
company to commit itself to implementation of a code of conduct based on International Labor
Organization human rights standards was substantially implemented where the company had
established its own business practice standards). See also Exelon Corporation (avail. Feb. 26, 2010},
Anheuser-Busch Cos., Inc. (avail. Jan. 17, 2007); Hewlett-Packard Co. (avail. Dec. 11, 2007); and Intel
Corp. (avail. Mar. 11, 2003).

We note that in The Home Depot, Inc. (avail. March 25, 2011), the Staff rejected a substantially
implemented argument in the political contribution context. However, in that instance the proposal
sought not merely disclosure from the company about political contributions, but also a shareholder
advisory vote about such contributions, which was not deemed substantially implemented by Home
Depot’s existing disclosures. In Abbott's situation, the Proposal is requesting only disclosure, namely a
report on lobbying, that Abbott believes is substantially satisfied by the disclosures that Abbott already
makes.

For the reasons described above, Abbott has substantially implemented the Proposal and may exclude
the Proposal from its 2013 proxy materials under Rule 14a-8(i)(10).

[Remainder of page intentionally left blank]
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il. Conclusion

For the foregoing reasons, | request your confirmation that the Staff will not recommend any
enforcement action to the Commission if the Proposal is omitted from Abbott’s 2013 proxy materials.

If the Staff has any questions with respect o the foregoing, or if for any reason the Staff does not
agree that we may omit the Proposal from our 2013 proxy materials, please contact me by phone at
847.938.3591 or via e-mail at John Berry@abbott.com, or Jessica Paik by phone at 847.937.5550 or
via email at Jessica.Paik@abbott.com. We may also be reached by facsimile at 847.938.9492. We
would appreciate it if you would send your response 1o us via email or by facsimile. The Proponent
may be reached by phone at 202.429.1007.

Very truly yours,

PRAY

John A. Berry

Abbott Laboratories
Divisional Vice President,
Associate General Counsel,
and Assistant Secretary

Enclosures

cc: Charles Jurgonis
AFSCME Employees Pension Plan
1625 L Street, NW.
Washington, D.C. 20036-5687

Thomas E. Ellington, i
The Sustainability Group
230 Congress Street
Boston MA 02110

Harry Van Buren

Staff Consultant to the Episcopal Church’s
Committee on Corporate Social Responsibility
4938 Kokopelli Drive, NE

Rio Rancho, NM 87144

ikesnan@alfscme.org
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Sr. Henry Marie Zimmermann, 0SB
Assistant Treasurer

Benedictine Sisters of Virginia
Saint Benedict Monastery

9535 Linton Hall Road

Bristow, VA 20136-1217

Sr. Susan Mika, 0SB

Corporate Responsibility Program
Benedictine Sisters

285 Oblate Drive

San Antonio, TX 78216

Sr. Patricia Regan, CDP

Treasurer

Congregation of Divine Providence
515 S.W. 24" Street

San Antonio, TX 78207-4619

Sr. Barbara M. Netek, IWBS

Convent Academy of the Incarnate Word
2930 South Alameda

Corpus Christi, TX 78404-2798
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| Whereas, corporate lobbying exposes our company to risks that could affect the company’s stated goals,
objectives, and ultimately shareholder value, and

Whereas, we rely on the information provided by our company to evaluate goals and objectives, and we,
therefore, have a strong interest in full disclosure of our company’s lobbying to assess whether our company’s
lobbying is consistent with its expressed goals and in the best interests of shareholders and long-term value.

Resolved, the shareholders of Abbott Laboratories (“Abbott”) request that the Board authorize the
preparation of a report, updated annually, disclosing:

1. Company policy and procedures governing lobbying, both direct and indirect, and grassroots lobbying
communications. .

2. Payments by Abbott used for (a) direct or indirect lobbying or (b) grassroots lobbying communications, in
each case including the amount of the payment and the recipient.

3. Abbott’s membership in and payments to any tax-exempt organization that writes and endorses model
legislation.

4. Description of the decision making process and oversight by management and the Board for making
payments described in section 2 above.

For purposes of this proposal, a “grassroots lobbying communication” is a communication directed to the
general public that (a) refers to specific legislation or regulation, (b) reflects a view on the legislation or regulation
and (c) encourages the recipient of the communication to take action with respect to the legislation or regulation.
“Indirect lobbying” is lobbying engaged in by a trade association or other organization of which Abbott is a
member.

Both “direct and indirect lobbying” and “grassroots lobbying communications” include efforts at the local,
state and federal levels.

The report shall be presented to the Audit Committee of the Board or other relevant oversight committees
of the Board and posted on the company’s website.

Supporting Statement

As shareholders, we encourage transparency and accountability in the use of staff time and corporate funds
to influence legislation and regulation both directly and indirectly. We believe such disclosure is in shareholders’
best interests. Abbott is a member of the Chamber of Commerce, which is characterized as “by far the most
muscular business lobby group in Washington” (“Chamber of Secrets,” Economist, April 21, 2012). In 2010 and

12011, the Chamber spent $198 million on lobbying. Abbott does not disclose its trade association payments or the
portions used for lobbying on its website. Absent a system of accountability, company assets could be used for
objectives contrary to Abbott’s long-term interests.

Abbott spent approximately $9.5 million in 2010 and 2011 on direct federal lobbying activities, according
to Senate disclosure reports. In 2011, Abbott also spent at least $1,027,355 in 18 states that require lobbying
expenditure disclosure (according to state disclosure reports). These figures may not include grassroots lobbying
to directly influence legislation by mobilizing public support or opposition and do not include lobbying
expenditures to influence legislation or regulation in states that do not require disclosure.

We encourage our Board to require comprehensive disclosure related to direct, indirect, and grassroots
lobbying.
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We Mke America Happen

American Federation of State, County & Munitipal Employees

Capital Strategies

1625 L Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036
{202) 223-3255 Fax Number

Facsimile Transmittal

DATE: November 1, 2012

To: Laura J. Schumacher, Executive Vice President, General
Counsel and Corporate Secretary, Abbott Laboratories

From: Lisa Lindsley, LLindsley@afscme.org, tel (202) 429-1275

Number of Pages to Follow: 4

Message: Attached please find shareholder proposal from
AFSCME Employees Pension Plan.

RECEIVED

NOv g1 201

SECURITIES & AENESTY S DEPY,

PLEASE CALL (202) 429-1215 IF ANY PAGES ARE MISSING. Thank You
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~ AFSCME

We Maie America Happen
Commviezes EMPLOYEES PENSION PLAN
Uod Seunders
Laura Reyws
IonA Lyad
ot Seide November 1, 2012
Lonica Warbright
VERNIGHT 84 -9492
Abbott Laboratories
100 Abbott Park Road
Abbott Park, Illinois 60064
Attention: Laura J. Schumacher, Executive Vice President, General Counsel and
Corporate Secretary

Dear Ms. Schumacher:

On behalf of the AFSCME Employees Pension Plan (the “Plan”), I write to give
notice that pursuant to the 2012 proxy statement of Abbott Laboratories (the “Company”)
and Rule 142-8 under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Plan intends to present
o the attached proposal (the “Proposal”) at the 2013 annual meeting of shareholders (the
“Annual Meeting™). The Plan is the beneficial owner of 31,571 shares of voting common
stock (the “Shares”) of the Company, and has held the Shares for over one year. In
addition, the Plan intends to hold the Shares through the date on which the Annual
Meeting is held.

The Proposal is attached. I represent that the Plan or its agent intends to appear in
person or by proxy at the Annual Meeting to present the Proposal. 1 declare that the Plan
has no “material interest” other than that believed to be shared by stockholders of the
Company generally. Pleass direct all questions or correspondence regarding the Proposal
to me at (202) 425-1007.

Sincerely,

Enclosure

American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO
e TEL (M02) 775812 FAX (102) 7854408 1628 L Soreet, NV Wathington, D.C. 20036-5687
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Whereas, corporate lobbying exposes our company to risks that could affect the company’s stated goals,
objectives, and ultimately shareholder value, and '

Whereas, we rely on the information provided by our company to evaluate goals and objectives, and we,
therefore, have a strong interest in full disclosure of our company's lobbying to assess whether our company’s
lobbying is consistent with its expressed goals and in the best interests of shareholders and long-term value.

Resolved, the shareholders of Abbott Laboratories (“Abbott”) request that the Board authorize the
preparation of a report, updated annually, disclosing:

1. Company policy and procedures governing lobbying, both direct and indirect, and grassroots lobbying
communications.

2. Payments by Abbott used for (a) direct or indirect lobbying or (b) grassroots lobbying communications, in
each case including the amount of the payment and the recipient. -

3. Abbott’s membership in and payments to any tax-exempt organization that writes and endorses model
legislation. ‘

4. Description of the decision making process and oversight by management and the Board for making
payments described in section 2 above.

For purposes of this proposal, a “grassroots lobbying communication” is a communication directed to the
general public that (a) refers to specific legislation or regulation, (b) reflects a view on the legislation or regulation
and (c) encourages the recipient of the communication to take action with respect to the legislation or regulation.
“Indirect lobbying” is lobbying engaged in by a trade association or other organization of which Abbottis a
member.

Both “direct and indirect lobbying” and “grassroots lobbying communications” include efforts at the local,
\J state and federal levels.

The report shall be presented to the Audit Committee of the Board or other relevant oversight committees
of the Board and posted on the company’s website.

Supporting Statement

As shareholders, we encourage transparency and accountability in the use of staff time and corporate funds
to influence legislation and regulation both directly and indirectly. We believe such disclosure is in shareholders’
best interests, Abbott is a member of the Chamber of Commerce, which is characterized as “by far the most
muscular business lobby group in Washington™ (*Chamber of Secrets,” Economist, April 21, 2012). In 2010 and
2011, the Chamber spent $198 million on lobbying. Abbott does not disclose its trade association payments or the
portions used for lobbying on its website. Absent a system of accountability, company assets could be used for
objectives contrary to Abbott’s long-term interests,

Abbott spent approximately $9.5 million in 2010 and 2011 on direct federal lobbying activities, according
to Senate disclosure reports. In 2011, Abbott also spent at least $1,027,355 in 18 states that require lobbying
expenditure disclosure (according to state disclosure reports). These figures may not include grassroots lobbying
to directly influence legislation by mobilizing public support or opposition and do not include lobbying
expenditures to influence legislation or regulation in states that do not require disclosure.

We encourage our Board to require comprehensive disclosure related to direct, indirect, and grassroots
lobbying.
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EMPLOYEES PENSION PLAN

November 1, 2012

1A OVERNIGHT !

Abbott Laboratories

100 Abbott Park Road

Abbott Park, Illinois 60064

Attention: Laura J. Schumacher, Executive Vice President, General Counsel and
Corporate Secretary

Dear Ms. Schumacher:
On behalf of the AFSCME Employees Pension Plan (the “Plan™), I write to

provide you with verified proof of ownership from the Plan’s custodian. If you require
any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at the address below.

Sincerely,

Enclosure

American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO
TEL (02) 7750142 FAX (202) 7854606 1625 L Streoc. NIW.Whahinguon, D.C. 20036-5687
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November 1, 2012

Lonita Waybright
AFS.CME,

. Benefits Administrator
1625 L Strest N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20036

21008/005

Kevin Yokl mewsky

Assistant Vies Prasident
Specialized Trutt Survicss
STATE STRERT BANK

1200 Croven Cotony Deive CCI 7
Quincy, Massachussits 02169
Kyakimowsky@sistestredl com

teephern «} 617 585 7712
Gruate 41 6§17 769 6698

wew slatesirest.com

Re: Shareholder Proposal Record Letter for ABOTT LABS (cusip 002824100)

Dear Ms Waybright:

State Street Bank and Trust Company is Trustee for 31,571 shares of Abbott
Laboratories common stock held for the benefit of the American Federation of State,
County and Municiple Employees Pension Plan (“Plan”), The Plan has been a beneficial
owner of at least 1% or $2,000 in market value of the Company’s common stock
continuously for at least one year prior to the date of this letter. The Plan continues to

hold the shares of Abbott Laborstories stock,

As Trustes for the Plan, State Street holds these shares at its Participant Account at the
Depository Trust Company ("DTC"). Cede & Co., the nominee name at DTC, is the

record holder of these shares.

If there are any questions conceming this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me
directly.




Steven L. Scrogham Abbett Labarpicries Tek {847} 838-8166

Counsel Secuntivs and Berefits Fax: {847)938-9492
Dapt. 0324, Bidg. AFGCIN Erral  stevenscrogham@abbot.com
100 Atsbott Park Read

Abbett Fark, i 80064-6082

November 2, 2012 Via Federal Express & Email

Mr. Charles Jurgonis

Plan Secretary

American Federation of State, County &

Municipal Employees (AFSCME) Employees Pension Plan
1625 L Street, NW.

Washington, 0.C. 20038

Dear Mr. Jurgonis:

This letter acknowledges timely receipt of the shareholder proposal and proof of
stock ownership. Our 2013 Annual Meeting of Shareholders is currently
scheduled to be held on Friday, April 26, 2013.

Abbott has not yet reviewed the proposal to determine if it complies with the
other requirements for shareholder proposals found in Rules 14a-8 and 14a-9
under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 and reserves the right to take
appropriate action under such rules if it dces not.

Please let me know if you should have any questions. Thank you.

Very truly yours,
f ¢ 2/ I 7
.51 \ w’ e

Steven L Scrogham

cc:  John A. Berry

,m Abbott
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GROUP

Shape your world.

November 2, 2012
VIA OVERNIGHT MAIL

Ms. Laura J. Schumacher

General Counsel and Corporate Scecretary RECEIVED
Abbott Laboratories NOV 0 6 2012
100 Abbott Park Road

Abbott Park, IL 60064 L.). SCHUMACHER

Dear Ms. Schumacher:

The Sustainability Group is a part of Loring, ¥Wolcott & Coolidge Trust, LI.C and is founded on the principle that
investors can have a positive impact on prople and the planet, while also making a profit. We manage over $1 billion of

assets in the Sustainability Group, a quarter of the $4 billion managed by Loring Wolcott & Coolidge. We currently hold
over 70,000 shares of Abbolt Laboratorius.

Pursuant o Rule 14a-8 of the General Rules and Regulations of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, we are filing the
enclosed sharcholder resolution, for inclusion in Abbati Laboratories’ Proxy Statement for the 2013 annual meeting of
sharcholders. We will act as a co-filer with AFSCME Emplayees Pension Plan acting as the lead filer.

As defined in Rule 13d-3 of the Securitivs Exchange Act of 1934, Loring, Wolcolt & Coolidge Trust, LLC is the beneficial
awner of at least $2,000 worth of Abbott Laboratories stock, We have been a sharcholder of more than $2,000 in market
value of Abbott Laboratories stock for more than one year and will continue to hold at least $2,000 worth of Abbott
Laborataries stock through the annual mweting. We haold these shares in several investment management and trust
accounts for our clients. On their Investment Counsel agreements, which serve as contracts between our clienls and
Loring, the clients designate Loring as custodian of their accounts, with “all of the customary powers and duties of a

securities custodian.” In addition, each client is provided a Form ADV Part 11 and Proxy Voting Policy, which clearly
states that Loring has full voting discretion.

In accordance with Rule 14a-8 of the Securitivs Exchange Act of 1934, verification of ownurship, from a DTC
participating financial institution, is forthcoming and will verify Loring’s continuous bencficial ownership of Abboti
Laboratories stock for the one year period up to and including November 6, 2012 along with verification that we

continue to hold Abbott Laboratorivs stock. A representative of the filers will attend the stockholders’ meeting to move
the resolution as required by SEC rules,

Should vou have any questions, kindly contact Charles Jurgonis, of AFSCME Employees Pension Plan, at (202) 429-1007.

I you have any questions relating 1o our participation in this resolution, feel free to contact me using the information
referenced below.
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Sincerely,
“Thown~ao €. fﬁawcglbv I
Thomas E. Ellington, 11
SHAREHOLDER ADVOCACY & SRI RESEARCH
+1 617 622 2337 | tellington@lweotrust.com

Enclosures

o« Ms. Lisa Lindsley, AFSCME Employees Pension Plan
Ms. Amy L. Domini, Loring, Wolcott & Coolidge

Shape your world.



Whereas, corporate lobbying exposes our company to risks that could affect the company’s stated goals,
-objectives, and ultimately shareholder value, and

‘Whereas, we rely on the information provided by our company to evaluate goals and objectives, and we,
_ therefore, have a strong interest in full disclosure of our company's lobbying to assess whether our company’s
lobbying is consistent with its expressed goals and in the best interests of shareholders and long-term value.

Resolved, the shareholders of Abbott Laboratories (“Abbott') request that the Board authorize the
preparation of a report, updated annually, disclosing:

1. Company policy and procedures governing lobbying, both direct and indirect, and grassroots lobbymg
communications.

2, Payments by Abbott used for (a) direct or indirect lobbying or (b) grassroots lobbying communications, in
each case including the amount of the payment and the recipient.

3. Abbott’s membership in and payments to any tax-exempt organization that writes and endorses model
legislation.

4. Description of the decision making pracess and oversight by management and the Board for making
payments described in section 2 above,

For purposes of this proposal, a “grassroots lobbying communication” is a communication directed to the
general public that (a) refers to specific legislation or regulation, (b) reflects a view on the legislation or regulation
and (c) encourages the recipient of the communication to take action with respect to the legislation or regulation.
“Indirect lobbying” is lobbying engaged in by a trade association or other organization of which Abbott is a
member.

Both “direct and indirect lobbying™ and “grassroots lobbying communications” include efforts at the local,
state and federal levels.

The report shall be presented to the Audit Committee of the Board or other relevant oversight committees
of the Board and posted on the company’s website.

Supporting Statement

As shareholders, we encourage transparency and accountability in the use of staff time and corporate funds
to influence legislation and regulation both directly and indirectly. We believe such disclosure is in shareholders’
best interests. Abbott is a member of the Chamber of Commexce, which is characterized as “by far the most
muscular business lobby group in Washington” (“Chamber of Secrets,” Economist, April 21, 2012). In 2010 and
2011, the Chamber spent $198 million on lobbying. Abbott does not disclose its trade association payments or the
portions used for lobbying on its website, Absent a system of accountability, company assets could be used for
objectives contrary to Abbott’s long-term interests.

Abbott spent approximately $9.5 million in 2010 and 2011 on direct federal lobbying activities, according
to Senate disclosure reports. In 2011, Abbott also spent at least $1,027,355 in 18 states that require lobbying
expenditure disclosure (according to state disclosure reports). These figures may not include grassroots lobbying
to directly influence legislation by mobilizing public support or opposition and do not include lobbying
expenditures to influence legislation or regulation in states that do not rcquire disclosure.

We encourage our Board to require comprehensive disclosure related to direct, indirect, and Brassroots
lobbying.

.
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November 9, 2012 Via Federal Express

Mr. Thomas E. Ellington, 1l
Shareholder Advocacy & SRI Research
Sustainability Group

230 Congress Street

Boston, MA 02110

Dear Mr. Ellington:

This letter acknowledges timely receipt of the shareholder proposal and proof of
stock ownership. Our 2013 Annual Meeting of Shareholders is currently
scheduled to be held on Friday, April 26, 2013,

Abbott has not yet reviewed the proposal to determine if it complies with the
other requirements for shareholder proposals found in Rules 14a-8 and 14a-8
under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 and reserves the right to take
appropriate action under such rules if it does not.

Please let me know if you should have any questions. Thank you.

Very truly yours,

Mot

Jessica H. Paik

cc.  John A, Berry
Mr. Charles Jurgonis, AFSCME Employees Pension Plan
Ms. Lisa Lindsley, AFSCME Employees Pension Plan
Ms. Amy L. Domini, Loring, Wolcott & Coolidge

1 Abbott
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BankofAmerica@
Merrill Lynch

November 7, 2012

Ms. Laura J. Schumacher

General Counsel and Corporate Secretary
Abboll Laboratories

400 Abbott Park Road

Abbott Park, IL. 30328

Dear Ms. Schumacher;

Loring, Wolcott & Coolidge Trust, LLC is the beneficial owner of at least $2,000 in market value
of Abbatt Laboratories Inc. stock and held this amount continuously for at least one year prior to
and including November 6, 2012. Loring continues to be the beneficial owner of at least $2,000
in market value of Abbott Laboratories Inc. stock as of today's date. This letter also serves to
confirm that Bank of America Merrill Lynch is a participant in DTC,

If you need any other information, or have any questions, please feel free to call me directly at
617-434-7588,

By:
Samanda Aguilar
Vice President
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Saint Benedict Monastery » 9333 Linton Hall Road » Bristow, Virginia 20136-1217 + (703) 361-0106
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November B, 2012

Laura J. Schumacher
Corporate Secretary

Abbott Laboratonies

100 Abbott Park Road

Abbott Park, lllincis 60064-6400

Dear Ms Schumacher:

| am writing you on behalf of the Benadictine Sisters of Virginia to co-file the stockholder
resolution on a Report on the Lobbying Disclosure. In brief, the proposal states: Resolved, the
shareholders of Abbott Laboratories {"Abbott") request that the Board authorize the preparation
of a report, updated annually, disclosing: company policy and procedures governing lobbying,
both direct and indirect, and grassroots lobbying communications; payments by Abbott used for
{a) direct or indirect lobbying or (b} grassroots lobbying communications, in each case including
the amount of the payment and the recipient; Abbott's membership in and payments to any tax-
exempt organization that writes and endorses model legislation and description of the decision
making process and oversight by management and the Board for making payments.

| am hereby authorized to notify you of our intention o co-file this shareholder proposal with
AFSCME | submit it for inclusion in the proxy statement for consideration and action by the
shareholders at the 2013 annual meeting in accordance with Rule 14-a-8 of the General Rules
and Regulations of the Securities and Exchange Act of 1834, A reprasentative of the
shareholders will attand the annual meeting to move the resolution as required by SEC rules.

Wa are the owners of 2000 shares of Abbott stock and intend to hold $2,000 worth through the

data of the 2013 Annual Meeting. Verification of ownership will follow including proof from a
DTC participant.

We truly hope that the company will be willing to dialogue with the filars about this proposal.
Pleass note that the contact peopla for this rasolution/propasal will be John Keenan of AFSCME
at 202-428-1232 or at jkeenana@afscme.ory. John Keenan as spokasperson for the primary filer

is authorized to withdraw the resolution on our behalf.
Respectfully yours,

».f(, M«,» )»wa{,zy, /}v"xti“’ )fz SR LA e o e /:\f ff'])
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* Sister Henry Marie Zi mmermann 0SB’

Assistant Treasurer
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LOBBYING DISCLOSURE

Whareas, corporate lobbying exposas our company to risks that could affect the company’s stated goals,
objactives, and uitimately shareholder value, and

Whereas, we rely on tha information provided by our company to evaluats goals and objectivas, and we,
therefore, have a strong interest in full disclosure of our company’s lobbying to assess whether our company’s
fobbying Is consistent with its exprassed goals and in the bast interests of sharehoiders and long-term value.

Resolved, the shareholdars of Abbott Laboratoriss (“Abbatt”) requast that the Board authorize the preparation of
a report, updated annually, disclosing:

1. Company policy and procedures govering lobbying, both direct and indirect, and grassroots
lobbying communications.

2. Payments by Abbott used for (a) direct or indirect lobbying or (b) grassroots lobbying communications, in
each case Including the amount of the payment and the recipiant.

3. Abbott's membership in and payments to any tax-axempt organization that writes and endorses mode!
{egisiation.

4. Description of the decision making procsss and oversight by management and the Board for making
paymasnts described in section 2 above.

For purposss of this proposal, a “grassroots lobbying communication” is a communication directed to the
general public that {a) refera to specific logisiation or regulation, (b) reflacts a view on the legisistion or
reguiation and (c) encourages the recipiant of the communication to take action with respect to the lagisiation or
regulation. “Indirect lobbying™ is lohbying engaged in by a trade association or other organization of which
Abbott is a member,

Both “direct and indirect Jobbying™ and “grassroots lobbying communications” include efforts at the local, state
and faderal levels.

The report shall be presented to the Audit Committes of the Board or other relevant ovarsight committess of the
Board and posted on the company's website.

Supporting Statement

As sharsholders, we encourage transparency and accountabliity in the use of statf time and corporate funds to
Influence iagisiation and regulation both directly and indirectly. Wa bellave such disclosure is in shamholders’
bent interests. Abbott is a mambar of the Chamber of Comumerce, which is characterized as *by far the most
muscular businass lobdy group in Washington” {*"Chamber of Secrets,” Economist, April 21, 2012). tn 2010 and
2011, the Chamber spent $198 million on lobbying. Abbott doas not disclose its trade association paymaents or
the portions used for lobbying on its website. Absent a system of accountability, company assats could be used
for abjactives contrary to Abbott's long-tamm intesssts,

Abbott spent approximately $9.5 miilion in 2010 and 2011 on direct federal lobbying activities, according to
Senate disciosure reports. n 2011, Abbolt also spent at least $1,027,355 in 18 states that require lobbying
cxpsnditure disciosure (sccording to stats disclosure reports). These figures may not include grassroots
lobbying to directly influance legistation by mobiitzing public support or opposition and do not includs lobbying
expanditures to influsace lagisiation or regulation In status that do not require disclosure.

mmwmwrmunmnn comprehensive disclosure related to direct, indirect, and grassroots
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A BBAT Corpotation Afflliate

Laura J Schumacher November 8, 2012
Corporate Secretary

Abbott Laboratories

100 Abbott Park Road

Abbott Park, lllinois 60064-6400

Dear Ms. Schumacher,

This letter will confirm that the Benedictine Sisters of Virginia currently owns
shares of Abbott Laboratories valued over $2,000. They have held this stock for more
than one year and will continue o hold this stock through the annual meeting date. The
DTC Custodian is Clearview Correspondent Services, #0702.

Thank you and please feel free to contact me at 800-552-7757, ext. 3295 if you
have any questions

Sincerely,

P 2131) ,) ‘Lol g J,,__,_La

John J. Muldowney
Managing Director

{ Riverfront Plaza West Tower, 901 East Byrd Streat, Sulte 500, Richmond, Virginlé 23219 | 804-643-1811 | B00-552-7757 } fax 804-649-2916
www.ScottStringfeliowcom
SCOTT & STRINGFELLOW, LLC. MEMBER NYSE/FINRA/SIPC, SECURITIES AND

WISURANCE PRODIUCTS OR ANMUITIES SOLD, OFF
NQT A DEPOSIT, NOT FOK. INSURED, NOT GUARANTEED BY A BANK, HOT INSURED 8Y ANY EEDERAL GOVEHNMENY MSENE:‘ fﬂ%ﬁﬁsggmm e
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Dear Mr. Keenan,

Pleasa find attached foryour records 2 letter acknowledaing Abbott’s race iptof the: sharehofﬁ&rpmpasai submitted: by
the Benedictine Sisters of Virginia,

Kind regards,

Jessica Paik

remes bty




Jossica W Pak Avhotl Laboratenes Tok 83471 83765550

Serior Coknsol Sncuritios ang Herefts Foae B47} 2339492
{Jopt, 0320, Dy, AP0G-IN Eomall ss0a. panIatholl com
10 Abbott Pak Road

Albsolt Park, 1L 800540002

November 15, 2012
Via Email

ikeenan@alscme.org

Re:  Shareholder Proposal Submitted by the Benedictine Sisters of Virginia

Dear Mr. Keenan:

This letter acknowledges timely receipt of the shareholder proposal submitted by
Sister Henry Marie Zimmermann, OSB, of the Benedictine Sisters of Virginia,
who has designated you her proxy and instructed that we direct all
communications to your attention. We have also received proof of stock
ownership from Scott & Stringfellow. Our 2013 Annual Meeting of Shareholders
is currently scheduled to be held on Friday, April 26, 2013.

" Abbott has not yet reviewed the proposal to determine if it complies with the
other requirements for shareholder proposals found in Rules 14a-8 and 14a-9
under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 and reserves the right to take
appropriate action under such rules if it does not.

Please let me know if you should have any questions. Thank you.

Very truly yours,

£
i LAY f? k

Jessica H. Paik

cc.  John A, Bernry
Sister Henry Marie Zimmermann, 0SB, Benedictine Sisters of Virginia

=1 Abbott
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Benedictine Sisters

285 Oblate Drive

San Antonio, TX 78216
210-348-6704 phone
210-341-4519 fax

November 13, 2012

Laura J, Schumacher
Corporate Secretary

Abbott Lahoratories

100 Abbott Park Road

Abbott Park, Hiinols 60084-8400

Fax: 847.937-3986
Dear Ms Schumacher:

1 am writing you on bahalf of the Benedictine Sisters of Boeme, Texas to co-file the stockholder
resolufion on a Report on the Lobbying Discloaure, In brief, the praposal states: Resolved, the
shareholdars of Abbott Lahoratories {(*Abboit"} request that the Board authorize the preparation of s
roport, updated annually, disclosing: company policy and procedures governing lobbying, both direct and
Indirect, and grassroots fobbying communications; payments by Abbott used for (a) direct or indirect
lobbying or {b) grassroats lobbyiag communications, in sach case including the amount of the paymant
and the recipiont; Abbott's memberahip in and paymants to any tax-exempt organtzation that writes and
andorses modal tegisiation and description of the deaclsion muking process and ovarsight by management
and tho Board {or making payments.

1 amn hereby authorized to notity you of our intention to co-fila this sharehokder proposal with AFSCME )
submit it for Inclusion in the proxy statement for considaration and action by the shareholders at the 2013
annual mesting in accordance with Rule 14-a-8 of the General Rulas and Regulations of the Securities
snd Exchange Act of 1934, A rapresentative of the shareholders will attend the anmual meeting {o move
the resolution as required by SEC rules.

We ara the owners of $2000 worth of Abbofl stock. and intend to hold $2,000 worth through the date of
the 2013 Annual Meeting. Verification of ownenship will follow including proof from a DTC participant,

We truly hope that the company wilf be wiling o dialogua with the filers about this proposal. Please note
that the wrxm paopla for this resalntion/proposal will be John Keenan of AFSCME at 202-429-1232 or
dafscime.org. John Keenan as spokesperson for the primary filer is authorized o withdraw

Sincerely,

Sr. Susan Mika, OSB
Corporate Raspmslbﬂﬁy Program

ID:ABBOTT
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Oblate School Theology Qoos

LOBBYIROG DISCLOSURE

Whereas, corporsts lobbying exposes our company to daks that could affect the company's stated goals,
ohjectives, and ulttmately ahareholdar value, and

Whoreas, we rely on the information provided by our company to svaluate goals and objoctives, and we,
therefore, have a strang intarvet in full disclosire o our sompany’s lobbying to assess whather our

company’s lobbying s consistent with its expressed gosis and in the hest intaroats of sharehoiiers and
tong-torm vaitte,

Resolved, the shareho!ders of Abhott Laboratoriss {*Abbott™) requoest that the Board authortze the
preparation of a report, updated annually, divclostng:

1. Company policy and procadures goveming lobbying, both divest and indirect, and grassroote
lobbying communications.

2. Payments by Abhott used for {a) direct or indirect lobbying or (b) grassrcots fobbying
communications, i each case inctuding the amount of the payment and the recipiant,

3. Abbott's membership in and payments to any tax-axempt organization that writes and endorses
maodal fegisiation,

4. Dosoription of the dacision making procous and oversight by management and the Board for
making paymsnis desceibed in section 2 above.

For purposas of this proposal, & “grassroots lobbying communication®” s & sommunication directed to the
goneral public that {x) refors to spacific legislation or regitiation, (b) refiects a view on the legislation or
regulation and {c) encourages the reclplant of the commmication to tako sction with respoct to the
logistation

or vegulstion. “Indirect lohbying” Is lohbying anpeged in by a trade sseociation or other
organization of which Abhott is & momber,

Both “direct and indlrect lodbying® and “grassroots lobbylng communieationa® include efforts at the local,
state and fecaral lovels.

The report ahall be prosented to the Audit Commiites of the Board or other relovant oversight comunittess
of the Board and posated on the comparny’s webslte,

Supporting Statement

As shareholders, we sncoursge transparency snd scoountsbiiity in the use of staff time and corporats
mmmme-mmmmww.muRmmmum
shareholdore’ beat intsrasts. Abbott is a mumbar of tha Chambur of Commaeege, which is charactertzed es
"y tar the most musculer husiness lobby group In Washington™ (*Chamber of Secrets,” Economist, April
21, 2012). In 2010 and 2044, the Chamber spant $158 miliion on lobbying. Abbott does not discloss ite trade
association payments or the partions used for Iobbying on its website, Abacnt a system of socountabilily,
company assats oould be used for objectives contrary to Abbott's long-term interests,

Akbott spent spproximately $8.5 million n 2010 and 2011 on direot fedara! lobhying setivities, according to
Senate disciosure reports. n 2014, Abbott #ieo spent at least $1,027,358 In 13 states that require loblying
expencditure disclonure [scoording to state disolosre roports). These fgures may not inolutde grassroote
loblying to directly infiuance legialstion by mobilleing publie support or opposition and do not inchude
foblying expenditures o inflirence lagislation or reguistion tn states that do not reguire dioctosure,

We sncourage our Boand to require comprehansive dinclosure related to direet, tndirect, and grassrooin

ID:ABBOTT
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November 13, 2012

Laura J. Schumacher
Corporate Secretary
Abbott Laboratories
100 Abbott Park Road
Abbott Park, IL 60064

Re: Filing of stockholder resolution by Congregation of Benedictine Sisters

Dear Laura J, Schumacher:

As of November 13, 2012, the Benedictine sister Charitable Trust holds, and has held
continuously for at lcast one ycar, $2000 worth of Abbott Laboratories common stock
(ABT.) Thesc shares have been held with National Financial Services (D'TC# 0226) a
wholly owned subsidiary of Fidelity Investments.

If you need any other information, pleasc contact us. 210-490-1905 ¢xt.52775

Sincerely,

o £

Ben Pruett
Vice President, Senior Account Executive

Fidelity Brokerage Services LI.C. Member NYSE, SIPC

CC: Sr. Susan Mika, OSB
RECETVED
NOv 19 2012
L.J, SCHUMACHE R
139 N. Loop 1604 E. Sto 103 rho;w; 800 544-5704
San Antonio, TX 76232 v fidefity.com Team 275
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