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ITEM 5. Other Events and Required FD Disclosure.

C. R. Bard today announced that in connection with the legal action entitled Nelson N. Stone, M.D., et
al. v. C. R. Bard, Inc., et. al., it has agreed with the plaintiffs to settle the litigation for $23.0 million.
Under the terms of the agreement, the company will also pay $19.0 million to terminate its ongoing
commercial arrangements under an asset purchase agreement with the plaintiffs that otherwise would
have expired in 2008.

In connection with the settlement, in the first quarter of 2004 the company will reverse $16.0 million of
the $58.0 million pre-tax charge recorded for the original verdict in the fourth quarter of 2003. The
settlement payments will not have a material adverse impact on the company’s liquidity.
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