
 

Exhibit 31.1 
 

MESA AIR GROUP, INC. AND ITS SUBSIDIARIES 
CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 

RULE 13a-14(a)/15d-14(a) 
OF THE SECURITIES EXCHANGE ACT OF 1934, AS AMENDED 

 
I, Jonathan G. Ornstein, certify that:  
 

1. I have reviewed this quarterly report on Form 10-Q of Mesa Air Group, Inc.; 
 

2. Based on my knowledge, this report does not  contain any untrue statement of a material fact  or o mit to state a material fact  
necessary to make the statements m ade, in light of the circ umstances under which s uch statements were made, not misleading with 
respect to the period covered by this report; 
 

3. Based on my knowledge, the financial statements, and other financial information included in this report, fairly present in all 
material respects the financial condition, results of operations and cash flows of the registrant as of, and  for, the periods presented in 
this report; 
 

4. The registrant’s other certifying officer and I are responsible for establishing and maintaining disclosure controls and procedures 
(as defined in Exchange Act Rules 13a-15(e) and 15d-15(e)) and internal control over financial reporting (as defined in the Exchange 
Act Rules 13a-15(f) and 15d-15(f)) for the registrant and have: 
 

(a) designed such disclosure controls and procedures, or caused such disclosure controls and procedures to be designed under 
our su pervision, to  en sure t hat m aterial in formation relatin g to  th e registrant, in cluding its con solidated sub sidiaries, is m ade 
known to us by others within those entities, particularly during the period in which this report is being prepared; 

 
(b) desi gned s uch i nternal cont rol over fi nancial re porting, o r cau sed such i nternal cont rol over fi nancial re porting t o be  

designed under our supervision, to provide reasonable assurance regarding the reliability of financial reporting and the preparation 
of financial statements for external purposes in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles; 

 
(c) eval uated the effective ness of the registrant’s disc losure co ntrols and procedures a nd presented i n t his report o ur 

conclusions about the effectiveness of  the disclosure controls and procedures, as of  the end  of  the period covered by this report 
based on such evaluation; and 

 
(d) disclosed i n this  re port a ny cha nge i n t he registrant’s in ternal co ntrol ov er financial re porting that o ccurred during  th e 

registrant’s m ost rece nt fisc al quarter that  has m aterially affected, or is reas onably lik ely to  m aterially affect, th e reg istrant’s 
internal control over financial reporting; and 

 
5. The registra nt’s othe r certifying officer and I have  disclosed, ba sed on our m ost recent eval uation of internal control over 

financial reporting, to the registrant’s auditors and the audit committee of the registrant’s board of directors (or persons performing the 
equivalent functions): 
 

(a) all significant deficiencies and m aterial weaknesses in the design or operation of i nternal control over financial reporting 
which are reaso nably lik ely to  ad versely affect th e reg istrant’s ab ility to  reco rd, p rocess, su mmarize an d rep ort fin ancial 
information; and 

 
(b) a ny fra ud, wh ether o r not m aterial, t hat i nvolves m anagement o r other em ployees w ho ha ve a si gnificant r ole i n t he 

registrant’s internal control over financial reporting. 
 
  By: /s/ JONATHAN G. ORNSTEIN   
   Jonathan G. Ornstein  
   Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive 
   Officer Mesa Air Group, Inc. 
 
Date: May 11, 2009 




