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Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the
filing obligation of the registrant under any of the following provisions:

O Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)
O Soliciting material pursuant to rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

O Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-12 under the Exchange Act (17
CFR 240.14d-2(b))

O Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17
CFR 240.13e-4(c))



Item 4.02(a). Non-Reliance on Previously Issued Financial Statements or a Related
Audit Report or Completed Interim Review.

On March 17, 2005, the Audit Committee of Stage Stores, Inc. (the “Company”) concluded that
the Company’s financial statements should be restated to correct certain errors relating to
accounting for leased properties, and that such financial statements should no longer be relied
upon. Therefore, after discussion with the Company’s independent registered public accounting
firm, Deloitte & Touche LLP, the Company will restate its financial statements for all periods
presented in its previously filed Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended January 31, 2004.
Additionally, the Company will restate its financial statements as presented in its previously filed
Form 10-Qs for the first three quarters of the 2004 fiscal year.

The news release attached to this Form 8-K as Exhibit 99.1 announcing the Company’s intended
restatement of the Company’s financial statements and describing the facts underlying the Audit
Committee’s conclusion is incorporated into this Item 4.02(a) by reference, with the exception of
the eighth paragraph regarding the Company’s revision of its previously reported fiscal 2004 fourth
quarter and full year unaudited earnings results and the ninth paragraph regarding the Company’s
revision of its previously provided fiscal 2005 first quarter and full year earnings guidance.

Item 8.01. Other Events.

On March 21, 2005, the Company issued a news release announcing the Company’s intended
restatement of its previously issued financial statements, as well its revision of its previously
reported fiscal 2004 fourth quarter and full year unaudited earnings results and its revision of its
previously provided fiscal 2005 first quarter and full year earnings guidance. A copy of the news
release is attached to this Form 8-K as Exhibit 99.1.

Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits.
(c) Exhibits.

99.1 News release issued by Stage Stores, Inc. on March 21, 2005, announcing
the Company’s intended restatement of the Company’s previously issued
financial statements, as well as revisions to the unaudited 2004 earnings
results and the 2005 guidance.
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