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Item 8.01 Other Events.

David Speer, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the Company, entered into a 10b5-1 Trading Plan relating to the proposed sale
of shares of Company common stock in connection with the exercise of options. The plan, which was approved by the Company on
February 20, 2012, provides for the sale of 500,000 shares to be acquired by option exercise, commencing March 23, 2012 through

February 8, 2013 or until all shares are sold.



SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities and Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its
behalf by the undersigned, thereunto duly authorized.

ILLINOIS TOOL WORKS INC.

Dated: February 23, 2012 By:/s/ Maria C. Green
Maria C. Green
Senior Vice President, General Counsel & Secretary
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