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Item 8.01 Other Events

E.I. du Pont de Nemours and Company issued a press
release on January 3, 2005 containing a joint announcement
by DuPont and The Dow Chemical Company. The text of that
press release is contained in the attached Exhibit.

Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits

The following exhibit is filed as a part of this
report:

Exhibit No. 99

Dow Chemical Elects to Exercise Option Related to
DuPont Dow Elastomers Joint Venture
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Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange
Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to
be signed on its behalf by the undersigned thereunto duly
authorized.

Dated: January 5, 2005 THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY
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