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GUILFORD TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS

115 Spring Valley Road
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania 17202
Phone (717) 264-6626 (Supervisors)
(717) 264-0077 (Zoning)
e-mail: gtsups@guilfordtwp.us (Supervisors)
wstatler@guilfordtwp.us (Zoning)

July 16, 2009

Mr. Michael S. Gillespie, P.E., Acting District Executive
Engineering District 8-0

Pennsylvania Department of Transportation

2140 Herr Street

Harrisburg, PA 17103

Attn: John Bachman
Dear Mr. Gillespie,

This correspondence is in regard to the I-81 Feasibility Study/Conceptual
Point of Access Report that was prepared by McCormick-Taylor, Inc. for
PennDOT District 8-0, Guilford Township, and Hamilton Township.

As you are aware, the local governments in the Chambersburg Area have
been quite successful in creating jobs through economic development. The
existing commercial and industrial development has resulted in a substantial
number of heavy trucks on the local road system within the I-81 corridor between
Wayne Avenue and Marion. The increased numbers of heavy truck traffic sharing
the roads with personal vehicles has created operational difficulties and safety
issues at intersections through the corridor as the trucks travel to I-81 at the
Wayne Avenue and Marion Interchanges.

The I-81 Study considered several options at a number of locations to
accommodate the increasing truck traffic within the study corridor accessing I-81
at the Wayne Avenue Interchange (Exit 14) and at the Marion Interchange (Exit
10). The conclusion of the report is that the location that best meets the project
needs is at Guilford Springs Road. Coordination activities with the Department
resulted in the recommendation that the initial improvements would consist of
southbound access and egress ramps to I-81 at Guilford Springs Road along with
improvements to selected intersections. These initial improvements would
accommodate existing distribution centers, residential traffic entering Guilford
Township from Hamilton Township, and other traffic. The construction of the
southbound access ramps would not require widening or other improvements to
the Guilford Springs Road Bridge over I-81. The interchange would eventually be
completed with northbound ramps as development and traffic volumes demand.



Mr. Gillespie
July 16, 2009 Page 2

In an effort to plan growth and development in an orderly fashion, and to
preserve utility systems, the road system, and agricultural lands, the Guilford
Township Supervisors implemented zoning for the first time in 1997. Further, in
2006 the Guilford Township Supervisors adopted a policy stating that the Guilford
Township Supervisors will not consider changing any currently
Agricultural/Residential (AR) zoned land to Residential (R) zoning for a twenty
(20) year period. In addition, our Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance
does not allow the extension of the public water and public sewer systems into
the AR zone. A color-coded Guilford Township Zoning Map is attached for
reference.

In 2008, CSX Railroad completed an intermodal site on Kriner Road. CSX
plans to incrementally increase the shipment of containers in years to come. The
rail company projects an increase in trains per day, and the containers are not
stacked because of insufficient bridge clearances. Norfolk Southern Corporation
also is proposing an intermodal site in the Greencastle area which has the
potential to further increase heavy truck traffic in the project corridor. Intermodal
facilities have the advantage of removing a substantial number of heavy truck
traffic from the Interstate system, but the trucks carrying the off-loaded
containers will re-enter the local road system at Chambersburg and Greencastle.

Even though Guilford Township has implemented the planning strategies
noted above, it is imperative that improved access to I-81 be constructed at
Guilford Springs Road. This improvement will extend the life of and minimize the
need for costly upgrades to the Wayne Avenue Interchange (Exit 14), the Marion
Interchange (Exit 10), and the Molly Pitcher Highway (U.S. 11).

We have attached support letters from the local governments whose road
systems and economies will benefit from the construction of improved 1-81
access at Guilford Springs Road. The Franklin County Area Development
Corporation also has provided a letter indicating their support for the project and
describing how improved access to |-81 will be a catalyst in the creation of
employment opportunities.

As described in the I-81 Feasibility Study/Conceptual Point of Access
Report, the proposed action is consistent with the nationwide economic stimulus
initiatives, focusing on creating economic opportunities and boosting
employment. The report also describes a phased approach to highway
infrastructure improvements in conjunction with the pace of commercial and
industrial development in the I-81 corridor. This approach is consistent with
sound land use planning and Smart Transportation guidelines.



Mr. Gillespie
July 16, 2009 Page 3

The Guilford Township Board of Supervisors unanimously supports the
construction of I-81 access improvements, selected intersection improvements,
and ultimately a full interchange on Guilford Springs Road. We hope the
Panncvlvania Nanartment of Trananaortation and the Federal Highway

proposal.



HAM]LTON TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

1270 Crottlestown Road
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania 17202
Telephone: (717) 264-2946
Fax: (717) 264-2134
Email: hamiltontwp@comcast.net

Supervisors: Solicitor:
James C. Hollenshead Welton J. Fischer
Michael K. Kessinger
Randall E. Negley

July 22, 2009

Mr. Michael S. Gillespie, P.E., Acting District Executive
Engineering District 8-0

Pennsylvania Department of Transportation

2140 Herr Street

Harrisburg, PA 17103

ATTN: John Bachman
Dear Mr. Gillespie:

This letter is written regarding the I-81 Feasibility Study and Conceptual Point of Access
Report prepared by McCormick Taylor for Guilford and Hamilton Townships, as well as
PennDOT District 8-0.

The above-mentioned study indicates that a new [-81 point of access located at Guilford
Springs Road is warranted, as well as specific intersection improvements. Hamilton Township
is in full agreement and support of the study’s recommendation.

As was previously determined in the Greater Chambersburg Southwest Corridor Study,
completed by McCormick Taylor in 2006, traffic congestion on U.S. Route 30 through Hamilton
Township and the Borough of Chambersburg is resulting in motorists using local roads to travel
in a west to south direction. That study concluded that private commuter vehicles and truck
traffic alike are using these local roads to connect to U.S. Route 11 to access I-81 at Exit 14
Wayne Avenue (PA 316) and Exit 10 Marion/Swamp Fox Road (PA 914). While widening of U.S.
Route 30 was recommended to alleviate traffic congestion, the need for other improvements
along the U.S. Route 11/1-81 corridor were also suggested.

Recent growth of commercial and industrial development in the Chambersburg Area has
caused a significant increase in heavy truck traffic destined for I-81. The combination of heavy
truck traffic and private vehicles utilizing local roads, which are primarily residential in nature,
raises concerns for safety and mobility.




Mr. Michael S. Gillespie, P.E., Acting District Executive
PA Department of Transportation, District 8-0
Page Two

We respectfully request that the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation and the Federal
Highway Administration carefully review the [-81 Feasibility Study and Conceptual Point of
Access Report and act accordingly to move this project to implementation.

Sincerely,

HAMILTON TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
M hod) K. keotimoen

Michael K. Kessinger, Chairman

Bz

Randall E. Negley, Vice-Chfirman

c)/aém

James C. Hollenshead, Supervisor

djh




Borough of Chambersburg

Celebrating 50 years of consumer owned gas service
and over 100 years of consumer owned electric service

September 14, 2009

Attn: John Bachman

Mr. Michael S. Gillespie, PE, Acting District Executive
Engineering District 8-0

Pennsylvania Department of Transportation

2140 Herr Street

Harrisburg, PA 17103

Dear Mr. Gillespie:

This correspondence is in regard to the 1-81 Feasibility Study/Conceptual Point of
Access Report that was prepared by McCormick-Taylor, Inc. for PennDOT District 8-0,
Guilford Township, and Hamilton Township.

As you are aware, the local governments in the Chambersburg area have been quite
successful in creating jobs through economic development. The existing commercial
and industrial development has resulted in a substantial number of heavy trucks on the
local road system within the 1-81 corridor between Marion and Wayne Avenue including
the southern portion of Chambersburg. The increased numbers of heavy truck traffic
sharing the roads with personal vehicles has created operational difficulties and safety
issues at intersections through the corridor as the trucks travel to 1-81 at the Wayne
Avenue and Marion Interchanges.

The 1-81 Study considered several options at a number of locations to accommodate
the increasing truck traffic within the study corridor accessing 1-81 at the Wayne Avenue
Interchange (Exit 14) and at the Marion Interchange (Exit 10). The conclusion of the
report is that the location that best meets the project needs is at Guilford Springs Road.
Coordination activities with the Department resulted in the recommendation that the
initial improvements would consist of southbound access and egress ramps to 1-81 at
Guilford Springs Road along with improvements to selected intersections. These initial
improvements would accommodate existing distribution centers, residential traffic
entering Guilford Township from Hamilton Township and other traffic. The construction
of the southbound access ramps would not require widening or other improvements to
the Guilford Springs Road Bridge over |-81. The interchange would eventually be
completed with northbound ramps as development and traffic volumes demand.

100 S 2" Street, Chambersburg, Pennsylvania 17201-2512
Telephone (717) 264-5151 e Fax (717) 264-0224
htip://borough.chambersburg.pa.us



Attn: John Bachman

Mr. Michael S. Gillespie, PennDOT
September 14, 2009

Page 2 of 2

Throughout the study process Borough of
comment and participate in discussions reg
Chambersburg is supportive of the study’s
constructed at Guilford Springs Road. Th
minimize the need for costly upgrades to tt
Marion Interchange (Exit 10) and the Molly
that this planning study be programmed on
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F C Franklin County Planning Commission Phone: 717-261-3855
Administrative Annex Fax: 717-264-8667

218 North Second Street TDD: 717-264-8474

Chambersburg, PA 17201-1642 Email: sclayton@co.franklin.pa.us
August 19, 2009

Michael S. Gillespie, P.E.

Acting District Executive, Engineering District 8-0
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation

2140 Herr Street

Harrisburg, PA 17103

Attn: John Bachman

RE: Interstate 81, Point of Access Study
Guilford Township, PA

Dear Mr. Gillespie,

The Franklin County Rural Planning Organization (RPO) recently received a copy of the I-81
Point of Access Study for Guilford Township. We were also provided a brief presentation on
the project at our most recent meeting. Following the presentation the RPO board voted
unanimously to send you this letter of support for the project.

The Franklin County RPO fully supports the recommendation in the study to construct a
“limited access” interchange at Guilford Springs Road as well as the other improvements to the
associated transportation network. This area of the county is home to a number of large
distribution facilities that utilize the local road system along Interstate 81 between the Wayne
Avenue and Marion exits. Additionally, CSX recently constructed an intermodal facility that is
now operational. The access lanes will enable traffic that currently impacts the local network to
more easily access the interstate. We believe that this Point of Access Study reveals all of the
improvements that will be necessary to support the changing development patterns project for
this area.

In addition to our support, this project has the full support of the local municipality. We look
forward to working with PennDOT to see that these objectives come to light in the future. If
’ ’ ’ o ntact me.

m

c: file



F C Franklin County Planning Commission Phone: 717-261-3855
J Administrative Annex Fax: 717-264-8667

218 North Second Street TDD: 717-264-8474

Chambersburg, PA 17201-1642 Email: sclayton@co.franklin.pa.us
September 10, 2009

Michael S. Gillespie, P.E.

Acting District Executive, Engineering District 8-0
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation

2140 Herr Street

Harrisburg, PA 17103

Attn: John Bachman

RE: Interstate 81, Point of Access Study
Guilford Township, PA

Dear Mr. Gillespie,

The Franklin County Planning Department recently received a copy of the I-81 Point of Access
Study for Guilford Township. Staff has reviewed this study and finds that the project is
consistent with the Franklin County Comprehensive Plan. Most specifically, an exit south of
Chambersburg was identified as a necessary project in the transportation component of the
implementation plan.

‘ully supports the recommendations in the study
hould be considered to be completed earlier than
| growth in this area of the county.

Tf virs nn n nravida an additianal infarmation that would assist in this project’ p]ease feel free to
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Michael Gillespie, P.E.
July 28, 2009
Page 2

for development. With an economy that is starting to re-emerge coupled with presence of
the CSX intermodal and the anticipated N-S announcement, the new interchange will be
needed sooner rather than later. The conservative version of the economic impact
projections are mind boggling...more than $1 Billion of capital investment and more than
5,000 jobs.

Unlike previous interchange construction in Franklin County, the proposed construction at
Guilford Springs Road enjoys the full support of the local municipality. As evidenced by the
letter from the Guilford Township Board of Supervisors, one can detect a sense of urgency to
keeping the project on track so that construction can begin at the earliest possible date.

As the project progresses, should your office require any type of socio-economic information
about Franklin County, please do not hesitate to contact our office. This project has been a

community/economic development priority for the last several years and we look forward to
its coming to fruition in the near future.

L. Micha
President

C: John Bachman, PennDot District 8-0
Greg Cook, Chair, Guilford Township Board of Supervisors
Michael Kessinger, Chair, Hamilton Township Board of Supervisors
Phil Tarquino, Director, Franklin County Planning Office
Congressman Bill Shuster
Senator Richard Alloway
Representative Rob Kauffman
Representative Todd Rock
FCADC Board of Directors
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Mr. Michael Gillespie, P.E., Acting District Executive
Engineering District 8-0

Pennsylvania Department of Transportation

2140 Herr Street

Harrisburg, PA 17103

Dear Mr. Gillespie;

This letter is written in support of the development of a south-bound access on Interstate 81 at
Guilford Springs Road. Access to and from 181 between Exit 10 and 14 is much needed due to the continued
growth of industrial development south of Chambersburg.

The Franklin County Career and Technology Center is located at 2463 Loop Road, Chambersburg, PA
approximately % mile from the proposed access point. Developing a Guilford Springs Road connection to 181
will provide our school much needed access for our growing clientele. Not only are we host to 750 secondary-
aged students on annual basis, but recent partnerships with Harrisburg Area Community College and Penn
State University has brought an increased number of adult learners into our school. We consider ourselves
the workforce educational resource for the 181 corridor from the Maryland state line to the greater Carlisle
area. Developing this access to 181 will facilitate the growth of workforce development in the area providing
an immediate and convenient access to training needs within the south-central Pennsylvania region.

In addition, the Franklin County Career and Technology Center has entered into the design phase of a
$37 million school renovation and expansion which will make us a comprehensive school offering by the year
2012. This project could potentially double our student population making easy access even a more important
issue when considering student and safety.

Your consideration of this proposal is appreciated. | can be reached at (717)263-9033 (x213) if you
would like to talk to me further.
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