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Revived global trade is impacting U.S. seaport capacity

The good news: Global trade is beginning to pick up and that will have 
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bad news: Many of these coastal ports may soon be strained to their 
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%+?6 $&6>*&>6(!%)"6#'()(+&$:!*#+;($&%#+!9%44!$&%44!"6($(+&!*8 44(+;($!&#!

&%)(4,:!*#$&@(??(*&%'(!2%$&6%A>&%#+!#?!%+A#>+2!*#+& %+(6%B(2!$8%")(+&$!&#!

+#+*# $& 4!6(& %4(6$:!) +>? *&>6(6$! +2!>4&%) &(4,!*#+$>)(6$.

So what is an inland port anyway?
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with some handling as much cargo volumes as their coastal counterparts. 
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becoming increasingly critical to the global supply chain and will affect 

logistics decisions ranging from shipping routes to warehouse locations. 

Many corporate distribution and real estate professionals are just now 

beginning to understand the role inland ports will play as we enter the 
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throughout the U.S. heartland. Think of the logistics of inbound freight as 
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across local storage facilities as they are unloaded. If they aren’t moved 
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Inland Ports—creating a logistics “barbell”
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The emergence of the inland port



So is every intermodal terminal an inland port?
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Where are the inland ports located?

The distance between a seaport and a corresponding inland port 
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Inland port connections
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Alliance, Texas: The pioneer
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stakeholders collaborating in a cohesive management plan 

for the overall effectiveness of the inland port.
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New rail infrastructure and fuel prices are driving inland port growth
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threat to competitiveness the longer their goods spend in logistics limbo 

awaiting drayage by truck and rail. 

Two trends have converged to make inland ports an increasingly viable 

option for import distribution:

1. The economics of long- and short-haul rail shipping are steadily 
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transportation will likely continue to increase in popularity as rail’s 

economies of scale continue to improve with rising fuel costs. 
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same facility. 

Major retailers are big users of inland ports
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Walmart: At the hub, in the heartland
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The message: Logistics advantages and connectivity often will more than offset real 

estate costs when selecting an inland port distribution site.



The Greening of Logistics
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 emissions.

f! Z($&!) + ;()(+&!"6 *&%*($!&#!)%+%)%B(!$&#6)9 &(6!%)" *&.

f! Solar and wind energy generation.

f! 3!$>$& %+ A4(!&6((!? 6).

U%<(!"%4#&!1$8!; &8(6%+;! 6#>+2! !$8 6<:!DA%;@A#=E!9 6(8#>$(6$!

&,"%* 44,!26%'(!(=" +2(2!* " *%&,! &!A#&8!*# $& 4! +2!%+4 +2!"#6&!

4#* &%#+$!&#!"6#'%2(!#""#6&>+%&%($!?#6!$) 44(6!16)$! $!9(44.!I8(+!&8(!

DA%;!1$8:E!?#6!(= )"4(!I 4) 6&!#6!R#)(!P("#&:!) <(! !2(*%$%#+!#+!

 !" 6&%*>4 6!%+&(6)#2 4!4#;%$&%*$!*(+&(6!) 6<(&:!&8(,!&(+2!&#! &&6 *&! !
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less risky.

3$!*#))(6*(!;6#9$! 6#>+2!%+4 +2!8>A$:! +#&8(6!6 "%24,!;6#9%+;!

category of users are third-party logistics providers such as freight 

?#69 62(6$! +2!*#>6%(6!*#)" +%($.!C+4 +2!"#6&$:!9%&8!4 6;(!'#4>)($!#?!

>+4# 2(2!()"&,!*#+& %+(6$:!*6( &(!"(6?(*&!#""#6&>+%&%($!?#6!(="#6&(6$!

&#!4# 2! +2!6(&>6+!&#!$( "#6&$!?#6!$8%""%+;:!*6( &%+;! !)#6(!(?1*%(+&!

D*4#$(2!4##"E!$>""4,!*8 %+!+(&9#6<!A(+(1&%+;! 44!%+'#4'(2.

When are inland ports an advantage?

I(44@*#++(*&(2! +2!$&6 &(;%* 44,!4#* &(2!%+4 +2!"#6&$! 6(!)#$&!

advantageous for businesses to use when:

f! Throughput and transportation at your major import entry points are 

slowed by heavy port congestion.

f! 78(!(*#+#)%*$!#?!6 %4!$8%""%+;!* +!(=*((2!&8 &!#?!&6>*<%+;.

f! There is a need to consolidate import and distribution functions in 

one location.

f! /" *(!?#6!+(*($$ 6,!9 6(8#>$%+;! +2!2%$&6%A>&%#+!? *%4%&%($:! $!9(44!

 $!4 A#6:!%$!*8( "(6!&8 +! 6#>+2! !*# $& 4!"#6&:!#6!">A4%*@$(*&#6!

& =!*4%) &($! +2!#&8(6!%+*(+&%'($!) <(! +!%+4 +2!4#* &%#+!)#6(!

desirable.

f! 3+!%+4 +2!4#* &%#+!"(6)%&$!,#>!&#!*#+$#4%2 &(!6( 4!($& &(! +2!#&8(6!

resources and still satisfy your logistics needs.

f! You are a producer in the interior United States seeking a quick 

*8 ++(4!&#!*# $& 4!#6!(="#6&!) 6<(&$.

f! j#>6!*#)" +,!8 $! !$&6#+;!$>$& %+ A%4%&,!%+%&% &%'(!&8 &!* +!A(+(1&!?6#)!6 %4!

$8%""%+;_$!4#9(6!?>(4!*#$&$!#6!&(6)%+ 4$!&8 &!#"(6 &(!%+! !D;6((+(6E!? $8%#+.

The future of U.S. inland ports
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additional warehousing space. The cost of moving goods from sources 

&#!) 6<(&$!9%44!8 '(!&#!A(! + 4,B(2!)#6(!8#4%$&%* 44,!&8 +!('(6!A(?#6(!

and weighed against the required speed to market.

S>66(+&4,:!#+4,!&8(!-./.!"#6&!#?!J#6?#4<!8 $!&8(!^L@?##&!26 ?&!+(*($$ 6,!

&#! **#))#2 &(!&8(!4 6;(6!D0#$&@0 + ) =E!*#+& %+(6!$8%"$:!A>&!&8(!

"#6&$!#?!J(9!j#6<QJ(9!h(6$(,! +2!V% )%:! 4#+;!9%&8!#&8(6$!#+!&8(!

( $&(6+!$( A# 62:!8 '(!"4 +$!#6! 6(!2('(4#"%+;!"4 +$!&#! **#))#2 &(!

&8(!0#$&@0 + ) =!'($$(4$!A,!OLKc.!78(!?>6&8(6!2('(4#")(+&!

 +2!%+'($&)(+&! &!&8(!0#6&!#?!V% )%:!?#6!(= )"4(:!8 $!&6%;;(6(2! !

competition to determine a new inland port location to handle the 
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from a general shift of the percentage of container volume in their 
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and farms.

It is revealing that the heavily-maritime oriented Journal of Commerce 
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the years ahead.
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Key takeaways

f! Inland ports are helping to provide the through-put capacity 

needed to sustain growth at our nation’s major container 

seaports.

f! Inland ports are showcasing the growing and vital role 

intermodal rail plays within the U.S. supply chain.

f! The contribution of private sector investment to complement 

&8 &!#?!&8(!-./.!;#'(6+)(+&! +2!0#6&!3>&8#6%&%($!%$!($$(+&% 4!&#!

the creation of future U.S. logistics infrastructure.

f! 3!$>**($$?>4!%+4 +2!"#6&!)>$&!*#+& %+!&86((!<(,!(4()(+&$i!

$* 4(:!6 %4! +2!"6#=%)%&,!&#! !4 6;(!"#">4 &%#+!A $(.

f! Inland ports will continue to evolve and grow as they provide 

+((2(2!$>""4,!*8 %+!(?1*%(+*%($.


