
UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20549-3010

Februar 25,2009

Jonathan M. Gottsegen
Assistant Secretar & Senior Counsel
Corporate and Securties Practice Group
The Home Depot, Inc.
2455 Paces Ferr Rd.

Atlanta, GA 30339

Re: The Home Depot, Inc.

Dear Mr. Gottsegen:

This is in regard to your letter dated Januar 29,2009 concerning the shareholder
proposal submitted to Home Depot by the Connecticut Retirement Plans and Trust Funds
for inclusion in Home Depot's proxy materials for its upcoming anual meeting of
securty holders. Your letter indicates that the proponent wil withdraw the proposal, and
if that does not occur, Home Depot wil include the proposal in its proxy materials, and
that Home Depot therefore withdraws its Januar 2,2009 request for a no-action letter
from the Division. Because the matter is now moot, we wil have no fuher comment.

Sincerely,  
Michael J. Reedich
Special Counsel

cc: Howard G. Rifkn

Deputy State Treasurer
State of Connecticut

. Offce ofthe Treasurer
55 Elm Street
Harford, CT 06106-1773



DIVISION OF CORPORATION FINANCE 
INFORM PROCEDURES REGARDING SHAREHOLDER PROPOSALS
 

The Division of Corporation Finance believes that its responsibility with respect to 
matters arsing under Rule 14a-8 (17 CFR 240. 
 14a-8), as with other matters under the proxy 
rules, is to aid those who must comply with the rule by offering informal advice and suggestions 
and to determine, initially, whether or not it may be appropriate in a paricular matter to 
recommend enforcement action to the Commission. In connection with a shareholder proposal 
under Rule 14a-8, the Division's staff considers the information furnished to it by the Company 
in support of its intention to exclude the proposals from the Company's proxy materials, as well 
as any information furnshed by the proponent or the proponent's representative. 

Although Rule 14a-8(k) does not require any communications from shareholders to the 
Commission's staff, the staff wil always consider information concerning alleged violations of 
the statutes administered by 
 the Commission:, including arguent as to whether or not activities 
proposed to be taken would be violative of the statute or rule involved. The receipt by the staff 
of such information, however, should not be construed as changing the staff s informal 
procedures and proxy review into a formal or adversar procedure. 

It is important to note that the staffs and Commission's no-action responses to 
Rule 14a-8(j) submissions reflect only informal views. The determinations reached in these no­
action letters do not and cannot adjudicate the merits of a company's position with respect to the 
proposal. Only 
 a court such as a u.s. District Cour can decide whether a company is obligated 
to include shareholder proposals in its proxy materials. Accordingly a discretionary 
determination not to recommend or take Commission enforcement action, does not preclude a 
proponent, or any shareholder of a company, from pursuing any rights he or she may have against 
the company in cour, should the management omit the proposal from the company's proxy 
materiaL. 
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;"
Re: Shareholder Proposal of Connecticut Retirement Plans and Trust Funds
 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

On Januar 2,2009, The Home Depot, Inc. (the "Company") submitted a letter to the 
staff at the Division of Corporation Finance of the Securties and Exchange Commssion 
requesting that the Staff confi that no enforcement action wil be recommended against 
the Company if 
 the Company excludes a shareholder proposal (the "Proposal") from the 
Company's proxy materials ("2009 Proxy Materials") for its 2009 Anual Meeting of 
Shareholders (the ''No-Action Request") in reliance on Rule 14a-8(g) under the Securties 
Exchange Act of 1934. On Januar 7,2009 and Januar 19, 2009, the Company 
submitted supplemental letters to the Staff. The Proposal was submitted by the 
Connecticut Retirement Plans and Trust Funds (the "Proponent") on December 11,2008, 
and relates to the Company's energy use. 

Following the submission ofthe No-Action Request, the Company and the Proponent 
have discussed the Proposal. It is the Company's belief at ths time that the Proposal wil 
be withdrawn; if that does not occur, the Company wil include the Proposal in the 2009 
Proxy Materials. Accordingly, the Company hereby withdraws the No-Action Request. 

A copy of this letter is being mailed on this date to the Proponent. 

Kindly acknowledge receipt of this letter by stamping and retung the enclosed copy of 
the fist page and retung it in the enclosed envelope. If you have any questions with
 

respect to ths matter, please telephone me at (770) 384-2858. I may also be reached by 
fax at (770) 384-5842. 

Very try yours,


~'~Jonathan M. Gottsegen 
Assistant Secretar & Senior Counsel 
Corporate and Securties Practice Group

USA 
QS~

Prud Sponsor
 



2 

Copies to: Donald Kirschbaum 
Investment Offcer for Policy 
Connecticut Retirement Plans and Trust Funds 
Offce of the Treasurer of the State of Connecticut 
55 Elm Street 
Harford, CT 06106 

Howard G. Rifk
 
Deputy State Treasurer 

. Connecticut Retirement Plans and Trust Funds 
Offce of the Treasurer of the State of Connecticut 
55 Elm Street 
Harford, CT 06106 

Megan D. McIntyre, Esq. 
Grant & Eisenhofer P .A. 
Chase Manattan Centre
 

1201 North Market Street
 
Wilmington, DE 19801
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January 19,2009 

Office of Chief Counsel 
Division of Corporation Finance 
u.s. Securities and Exchange Commission 
100 F Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20549 

Re: Shareholder Proposal of Connecticut Retirement Plans and Trust Funds
 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

On January 2, 2009, The Home Depot, Inc. (the "Company") submitted a letter to the 
staff of the Securities and Exchange Commission requesting that the Staff confirm that no 
enforcement action will be recommended against the Company if the Company excludes 
a shareholder proposal (the "Proposal") from the Company's proxy materials (the "2009 
Proxy Materials") for its 2009 Anual Meeting of Shareholders (the "No-Action 
Request") in reliance on Rule 14a-8(g). On January 7, 2009, the Company submitted a 
supplemental letter to the Staff (the "Januar 7 Letter"). The Proposal was submitted by 
Connecticut Retirement Plans and Trust Funds (the "Proponent") on December 11, 2008, 
and relates to the Company's energy use. 

On January 14,2009, Ms. Megan D. McIntyre, the Proponent's counsel, submitted a 
letter to the Staff (the "January 14 Letter") to respond to the No-Action Request and 
Januar 7 Letter. 

The purose of 
 this letter is to respond to the January 14 Letter. 

First, the letters received by the Company from State Street Corporation on December 12, 
2008, December 18, 2008 and Januar 6, 2009 (each, a "Confirmation Letter") are 
insufficient verification of the Proponent's continuous ownership of 
 the Company's 
securities for at least one year as of the date the Proposal was submitted, i.e., December 
11,2008. 

Staff Legal Bulletin No. 14 (July 13, 2001) clearly states that verification fallng short 
the time 

the shareholder submitted the proposaL. The Proponent has not challenged this position. 
Instead, the Proponent attempts to rely on vague language in the December 12,2008 and 
December 18, 2008 Confirmation Letters to establish that it continuously owned the 

(even by just one day) is insufficient to demonstrate continuous ownership as of 


Company's securities for at least one year as of 
 December 11,2008. Neither the Staff 
nor the Company should be required to interpret ambiguous language. It is not difficult 
for proponents to prove eligibility and compliance with Rule 14a-8(b), and the burdeUsS A 
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on the Proponent to clearly demonstrate its eligibility. Thus, contrary to the Proponent's 
assertions in the January 14 Letter, the December 12,2008 and December 18,2008 
Confirmation Letters fail to demonstrate the Proponent's eligibility 
 to submit a proposal. 

Further, the January 6, 2009 Confirmation Letter was received by the Company after the
 
December 31, 2008 deadline for responding to the Company's notification. Rule 14a-8(f)
 
states clearly that the Proponent must respond to the Company within 14 days from the
 
date the Proponent received the Company's notification. Therefore, the Company may
 
exclude the Proposal under Rule 14a-8(f). 

Second, the Company did not fail to notify the Proponent of the deficiencies giving rise 
to the No-Action Request. In accordance with Rule 14a-8(f), within 14 calendar days of 
receiving the Proposal, the Company notified the Proponent in writing of the eligibility 
deficiencies and the timeframe of 
 the Proponent's response, in particular, that "Rule 14a­
8(b) requires submission of a written statement from the 'record' holder ofthe securities
 
(usually a broker or ban) verifying that, at the time the proposal was submitted, (the
 
Proponent) continuously held at least $2,000 in market value of 
 the Company's securities
 
for at least one year." (emphasis added) Thus, the Company fully complied with and
 
discharged its obligation under Rule 14a-8 to notify the Proponent of 
 the eligibility 
deficiencies. Contrary to the Proponent's assertions in the January 14 Letter, Rule 14a-8 
does not require that the Company continue to notify the Proponent of any fuher or 
continuing deficiencies in the Proponent's response to the Company's notification. 

Pursuant to Rule 14a-8G), enclosed are six copies ofthis letter. A copy of this letter is 
being mailed on this date to the Proponent, in accordance with Rule 14a-8(j), informing it 
of the Company's intention to omit the Proposal from the 2009 Proxy Materials. 

Kindly acknowledge receipt of this letter by stamping and returning the enclosed copy of 
the first page and returning it in the enclosed envelope. If you have any questions with 
respect to this matter, please telephone me at (770) 384-2858. I may also be reached by 
fax at (770) 384-5842. 

Very truly yours, 

J tn4-Ib¿¡ £o!&~
Jonathan M. Gottsegen 
Assistant Secretary & Senior Counsel 
Corporate and Securities Practice Group 

Copies to: Donald Kirschbaum 
Investment Officer for Policy 
Connecticut Retirement Plans and Trust Funds 
Office of the Treasurer of the State of 
 Connecticut 
55 Elm Street 
Harford CT 06106
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Howard G. Rifkin 
Deputy State Treasurer 
Connecticut Retirement Plans and Trust Funds 
Office of the Treasurer of the State of Connecticut 
55 Elm Street 
Hartford CT 06106 

Megan D. McIntyre, Esq. 
Grant & Eisenhofer P .A. 
Chase Manattan Centre 
1201 North Market Street 
Wilmington, DE 10801
 



~
 
485 Lexington Avenue 

New York, NY 10017 
Tel: 646'722-8500 . Fax: 646-722-8501 

Grant & Eisenhofer P.A 
Chase Manhattan Centre 

1920 L Street, N.W., Suite 400 
Washington, DC 20036 

Tel: 202-783-6091 . Fax: 202-350-5908 

1201 North Market Street 
Wilmington, DE 19801 

Tel: 302-622-7000 . Fax: 302-622-7100 

www.gelaw.com 

Direct Dial: 302-622-7020 
Email: mmcintyre~gelaw.com 

Januar 14,2009
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(., \Division of Corporation Finance 
Offce of Chief Counsel '1-"'' 

100 F Street, N .E. ¡:-s 

Washington, D.C. 20549 eX1c: 
Re: Shareholder Proposal Submitted by Connecticut Retirement Plans &
 

Trust Funds for Inclusion in The Home Depot Inc.'s 2009 Proxy Statement 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen: 

This letter is submitted on behalf our client, the Connecticut Retirement Plans & Trust 
Funds ("CRPTF"), in response to the Januar 2, 2009 and Januar 7, 2009 letters from The 
Home Depot, Inc. ("Home Depot" or the "Company"), in which the Company maintains that 
CRPTF's shareholder proposal (the "Proposal") may be excluded from the Company's 2009 
proxy statement pursuant to Rules 14a-8(b) and 14a-8(f). 

The Company's sole basis for seeking to exclude the Proposal is that CRPTF allegedly 
did not provide adequate documentation to support its continuous ownership of the Company's 
securities for at least one year prior to submitting the ProposaL. Notably, the Company does not 
dispute that CRPTF actually owned Home Depot stock continuously throughout the relevant 

the letter submitted by CRPTF's
period; rather, the Company quibbles with the wording of 


broker, despite having never informed CRPTF of any objection to this wording before submitting 
its no-action request. In any event, as discussed below, the documentation submitted is adequate 
to establish CRPTF's continuous ownership, and the Company's request for no-action relief 
should be denied. 

I. CRPTF's Proposal
 

Home Depot is a large retail chain with significant energy usage and costs, and CRPTF 
believes that the Company can realize financial and competitive advantages by taking action to 
improve energy effciency at its facilities and in its supply chain and transportation network. 
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Accordingly, CRPTF has proposed the following resolution for inclusion in the Company's 2009 
proxy materials: 

RESOLVED: Shareholders request that The Home Depot assess its 
curent companywde energy use, in it its buildings, transportation, and 
the supply chain, set targets to reduce energy use in the futue and 
report to shareholders (at reasonable cost and omitting proprietar 
infortation on its findings and progress by September 1,2009. 

The Proposal was dated December 11, 2008, and was received by the Company on 
December 12, 2008. On December 12,2008, CRPTF's broker, State Street, sent a separate letter 
to the Company (the "Initial Verification Letter"), confrming that "CRPTF has held shares of 
Home Depot Inc. ... with a market value greater than $2,000.00 continuously for more than a 
one year period." A copy of the Initial Verification Letter is attached as Exhibit A. 

By letter dated December 16, 2008, which CRPTF received on December 17, 2008, the 
Company informed CRPTF that the Initial Verification Letter was inadequate because it 
incorrectly indicated that State Street was the record owner of CRPTF' s shares. The Company 
demanded that proof of ownership be supplied within 14 calendar days of CRPTF receiving its 
letter - i.e., by December 31, 2008. 

On December 18, 2008 - well withi the 14-day window - State Street faxed a corrected 
letter to the Company (the "Corrected Verification Letter"), stating that Cede & Co. was the 
record owner of CRPTF' s shares of Home Depot stock, and confirming again that "CRPTF has 
held shares of Home Depot Inc. ... with a market value greater than $2,000.00 continuously for 
more than a one year period." Like the Initial Verification Letter, the Corrected Verification 
Letter was dated December 12,2008. A copy is attached as Exhibit B. 

the Corrected Verification Letter on December 18, 
2008, the Company gave CRPTF no indication that the Corrected Verification Letter was in any 
way dissatisfactory. Instead, the Company waited until after December 31 and then submitted a 

For two weeks following its receipt of 


request for no-action relief on Januar 2, 2009, claiming for the first time that the Corrected 
Verification Letter failed to establish CRPTF's continuous ownership for the requisite one-year 
period. The Company also asserted that the December 31 deadline for correcting ths deficiency 

the purorted deficiency.had passed, even though CRPTF had never been notified of 


CRPTF received the no-action request on Januar 5, 2009. While CRPTF disagreed that 
its Corrected Verification Letter was deficient, the alleged deficiency was easjly curable through 
another letter from State Street, which CRPTF promptly requested. The next day, Januar 6, 
2009, State Street send another letter to the Company via fax and overnght delivery (the "Third 

that letter, which was dated January 6, 2009 and confrmed thatVerification Letter"). A copy of 


Home Depot Inc. ... with a market value greater than $2,000.00"CRPTF has held shares of 
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continuously since be/ore December 11,2007" (emphasis added), is attached as Exhibit C.! The 
Company responded with a supplemental no-action request on Januar 7, 2009, in which it 

the Thrd Verification Letter, but maintains that it should 
be disregarded because it was received after December 31. 
asserts no objection to the substance of 


II. The Company's Request For No-Action Relief Should Be Denied
 

The Company has asserted only a single ground for excluding the Proposal from its proxy 
materials: that CRPTF did not provide timely verification of its continuous ownership of 
Company stock for one year prior to submitting the ProposaL. The Company does not deny that 
CRPTF actually owned the shares for the requisite time period, or that the documentation 
submitted on Januar 6,2009, would have been deemed adequate had it been submitted before 
December 31,2008. Instead, the Company contends that the documentation submitted before 
December 31 was deficient, and that despite its failure to notify CRPTF of this purorted 
deficiency until January 5, CRPTF should be held to a December 31 deadline and the January 6 
letter should be ignored. 

The burden is on the Company to establish that it has a reasonable basis for excluding 
CRPTF's proposal from its proxy materials. See 17 C.F.R. § 240.14a-8(g). The Company 
canot meet that burden because (a) the Corrected Verification Letter establishes CRPTF's 
continuous ownership for at least one year as of the date of the Proposal, (b) even assuming 
arguendo that the Corrected Verification Letter was deficient, the Company did not notify 
CRPTF of any perceived deficiency in CRPTF's proof of continuous ownership before 

the alleged deficiency,
submitting its no-action request, and (c) promptly upon learg of 


CRPTF provided additional documentation that is indisputably adequate. 

A. The Corrected Verifcation Letter Established CRPTF's Continuous
 

Ownership For At Least One Year By The Date The Proposal Was 
Submitted 

Rule 14a-8(b)(1) provides that "(i)n order to be eligible to submit a proposal, you must 
the company's securitieshave continuously held at least $2,000 in market value, or 1 %, of 


entitled to be voted on the proposal at the meeting/or at least one year by the date you submit 
the proposaL" 17 C.F.R. § 240.14a-8(b)(1) (emphasis added). Rule 14a-8(b)(2) provides 
several methods for non-record holders to prove their eligibilty, one of which is to "submit... a
 

wrtten statement from the 'record' holder of (the) securities (usually a broker or ban) verifying 

! The version of 
 this letter that was initially faxed to the Company was mis-dated January 6, 2008. State 
Street promptly realized its error and re-sent the letter bearng the correct date of January 6, 2009, both by 
fax and by UPS delivery. It is the corrected letter that is attached hereto. 
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that, at the time (the proponent) submitted the proposal, (it) continuously held the securities for 
at least one year." 17 C.F.R. § 240.14a-8(b)(2)(i).2 

CRPTF submitted its Proposal on December 11, 2008, and thus its eligibilty depends on 
whether it held the requisite number of shares of Company stock continuously from December 
11, 2007 until December 11, 2008. There is no dispute with regard to the quantity of shares 
owned by CRPTF; the only issue is whether CRPTF has adequately documented the duration of 
its ownership. Home Depot contends that because the Corrected Verification Letter is dated 
December 12, 2008 rather than December 11, 2008, it falls one day short of establishing 
continuous ownership for one year - i. e., it only establishes ownership since December 12, 2007. 

December 12,the letter, which states that as of
This arguent ignores the plain language of 


Home Depot, Inc. ... continuously for more than a one year 
period." Exhbit B (emphasis added). In other words, CRPTF had held the shares since before 
December 12,2007 - i.e., since at least December 11,2007. Accordingly, the Corrected 

2008, CRTPF had "held shares of 


Home Depot stock since 
December 11, 2007, as required by Rule 14a-8(b)(1).3 Home Depot's request for no-action relief 
Verification Letter establishes CRPTF's continuous ownership of 


should be denied for ths reason alone.
 

B. The Proposal Cannot Be Excluded Because The Company Failed To Notify
 

The Purported Deficiency Giving Rise To Its No-Action RequestCRPTF Of 

Even if 
 the Corrected Verification Letter did not establish CRPTF's continuous 
ownership for the relevant period - which it does - the Proposal is not excludable because the 

the alleged deficiency. Pursuant to Rule 14a-8(f)(1), aCompany gave CRPTF no notice of 


"company may exclude ( a) proposal ... only after it has notified (the proponent) of the problem, 
14a-8(f)(1) (emphasis 

added). 
and (the proponent) has failed adequately to correct it." 17 C.F.R. § 240. 


The Company's December 16, 2008 letter only identified one deficiency in the Intial 
Verification Letter: the inaccurate statement that State Street was a "record" holder of the 
Company's securities. CRPTP cured that problem by having State Street send the Corrected 
Verification Letter on December 18, 2008, clarifying that Cede & Co. was the record holder. 

2 The Staff has recognized that "a written statement from an introducing broker-dealer constitutes a 

written statement from the 'record' holder of securities, as that term is used in rule 14a-8(b)(2)(i)." Hain 
Celestial Group, Inc. (Oct. 1,2008). Home Depot does not contend otherwise. 

3 The no-action letters cited by Home Depot are irrelevant here, because they involved proponents who 

provided no documentation to establish continuous ownership. See IDACORP, Inc. (March 5, 2008) 
(proponent submitted account statements and taxlot statements that merely provided "snapshots" of 

various dates); Safeway, Inc. (Feb. 6,2008) (proponent submitted proof of continuous 
ownership for other individuals but not himself); Exxon Mobil Corp. (Jan. 29, 2008) (documentation 
consisted solely of an account statement for a trust whereas the proponent was an individual, and did not 

ownership as of 


proposal, much less continuous ownership for past year); 
Intel Corp. (Jan. 29, 2004) (broker's letter only established ownership as of a single day). 
even purport to establish ownership as of date of 
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With regard to continuous ownership, both the Initial Verification Letter and the 
Corrected Verification Letter were dated December 12,2008 and stated that CRPTF had held its 
shares "continuously for more than a one year period." At no time, either in the December 16 
letter or in response to the Corrected Verification Letter, did the Company inform CRPTF of any 
purorted deficiency in CRPTF's proof of continuous ownership. Accordingly, CRPTF 
reasonably assumed that the Company considered the Corrected Verification Letter adequate to 
satisfy the requirements of Rule 14a-8(b )(2)(i). 

The Company now seeks to exclude the Proposal because the Corrected Verification 
Letter does not adequately establish CRPTF's continuous ownership since December 11,2007. 
Because the Company never notified CRPTF of this purorted "deficiency" before submitting its
 

no-action request, the Proposal canot be excluded. See Rule 14a-8(f)(l) ("company may 
the problem, and (the 

proponent has) failed adequately correct it"); Ecolab Inc. (Feb. 25,2005) (denying no-action 
request where proponent provided proof of ownership in response to company's request, and 
company did not notify proponent of alleged deficiency in that proof before submitting its no­

exclude (a) proposal... only after it has notified (the proponent) of 


action request); The MONY Group Inc. (Feb. 18,2003) (same). 

C. CRPTF Cured the Alleged Deficiency in its Proof of Continuous Ownership 
Promptly After Receiving Notice 

CRPTF leared for the first time on Januar 5, 2009 that the Company considered the 
Corrected Verification Letter insuffcient to establish CRPTF's continuous ownership. The very 
next day, at CRPTF's request, State Street sent the Company a Third Verification Letter re­
confrming CRPTF's continuous ownership since before December 11, 2007. The Company does 

the Third Verification Letter, but asserts that it is untimely 
because it was submitted after December 31. However, the December 31 "deadline" only applied 
to the specific problem noted in the Company's December 16 letter, which CRPTF cured on 

not tae issue with the substance of 


December 18. CRPTF canot be held to a December 31 deadline to cure a different alleged 
the"deficiency" that it had no reason to know about until Januar 5. Accordingly, even if 


Corrected Verification Letter left any uncertainty about CRPTF's continuous ownership - which it 
did not - that uncertainty was put to rest by the Third Verification Letter, which was submitted 

the alleged problem.less than 14 days after CRPTF first leared of 


Conclusion 

Because Home Depot has not met its burden of establishing a reasonable basis for
 
excluding CRPTF's Proposal from its proxy materials, the Company's request for a no-action
 
letter should be denied. In the event that the Staff disagrees with CRPTF's position, or requires
 
any additional information, we would appreciate the opportity to meet and confer to discuss
 

these issues. Please feel free to call the undersigned at your convenience. 
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this letter. We have 
In accordance with Rule 14a-8(k), we have enclosed six (6) copies of 


also enclosed an additional copy, which we ask that you kindly date-stamp and retu to us in the
 

enclosed, self-addressed stamped envelope. 

Respectfully,~iYae-
Megan D. McIntyre 

Attachments 
cc: Jonathan M. Gottsegen, Esquire
 

Assistant Secreta & Senior Counsel
 
Corporate and Securities Practice Group
 
The Home Depot, Inc. 
2455 Paces Ferr Rd.
 

Atlanta, GA 30339 
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STATE STRE't

December 12, 2008

Mr. Jack A. VanWoerkom
Executive Vice President Genera Counsel and COIporate Secreta
The Home Depot Inc. .

245~ Pace Fer Road N.W.
Atlanta, Gergia

Re; Conneccut RetremenrPlans and Trust Funds

Dear Mr. VanWoerkom,

Lmn Bflai
As Vice PrdC1t
&'tiite Stret linancù Cenfc
2 Avenue de Lafayctte
Hoston, MA 02111

Phone: (617) 664.9407
f'a~ (617) 76Ø-6907
£".vWI:
Imbackman(aìs'atestl'eet.\Xnt

~
/'

State Street Ban is the recrd owner of shares of common stock ("Shares") of Home Depot Inc.,
beneficially owned by the Conneccut Retiement Plan and Trust Funds ("CRPTF   shares held by
Sta Stieet Ban ar-e held in the Depository Trust Company, in the parcipant c  7. The CR has,
held shares of Home Depot IDe. (eusip 437076102) with a maket value greater th $2,000.00 contiuously

for. more th a one, year perod.

Please contact me if you have any questions or conce.

.Sisicerely,~~
Laura Backm
Assistat Vice President

Client Relations
Stäte Stret Carporaion

",'-"' "~"..' .. .. ._.._----~._,.-

. \1"

"

*** FISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-16 *** 
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Laur BaclauJt
ÃS JIc~ PnJdmt
Sl'R! S~t Finani:ùt C:Cltcr

2 Avenue de Lu,tayciie
, Ro¡:ton, MA 0211 ISTATE STR

Fo; Evrying You Invest In"
Phon~: (617) (iß4~!)40i
hue: (61 i) 76~).6907
e.Mail:
Il1backmar~~llrarC$ll"el.~i.i;oiil

Deçeber 12. 2008

Mr. Jac A. VanWoerom
Executive Vice Prident, Gener Counel and Corporate Secret
The Home Dept Ine.
2455 Pac Fer Roa(l-N.W.

Atlanta Georgiã

Re: Connectout Retirement Plan and Trut Funds

Dear Mr. VanWoerom;

Cede &. Co is the rerd owner of shaes'"o£ coon stock ("Sha") ofHame Depot Inc.,
benefcially owned;. by the Connecticu RetireDt Plan an Tnit Funds ("CRPTF)~. The shas held by
Sta Street Ban are held in the Depsitory Tr Company, in the pacipant -cd  . The CRPF ha
held sha ofHonie Depot Inc~ (cusip 437076102) with a maiet va1ue grterth $2,000.00 contnuously

for-more than a one year perod.

Pleae contact me if you ha any questons or concern.

Since1y' n.~i-\:h-
La Backman
Assist Vic Presdent

Cliei Relations

Sta Str Coiporon

, Cc: Jonathan.Oottegen Senor Counl, Coiporae and Secetiu Protice Group

. , ....._--. - ,........ ~. -..----......-_.~-................_,........_,--.--_-............--:.---,-
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J ffuary 6, '20Ö9

Mr., Jack A. VanWoerkom
EXéêunveVice Presiden General Counsel and Corporate Secretar
TheHO:IÏ1eDett Inc.
245.5 Paces FerRoad, N.W.
Atlanta"ueogia 3 Ö3"$ 9

Re: COnnectìcit Retirement Plàñsand Trut Funds

Deat Mi. VaiWoetko1n"

Cede & ø, is the ~cord oWner, of shares of common ,stock ("Shares") of HomeUepot Im~..
beneficiaUyowned -by the Conflecticut Retirement Plans and Trust Funds ("CRPTF"). Theshl:resheld by
State S1rt Batk are held ínthe Depository Trut Company; in the,paricipant code   TheCRPTF has
held shatesof Home Depot Inc. (cu$ip 437076102) with a market, value .greater than$2,OOO~Ou continuously

, since before Dooerber '11, 2(J()7.

Pleascontaêf me if you have anyqnestionsorconcerns.

Sin,."r;. ',e eil,Y Y. ,",'., . (), . _ ',. /1" .\~ V?.øL-
Laura 13ackman,

AssistáIt Vict;Presidèit. . .. .
GHent Relations

Stitø $tteè.Í' CQrporatioii

Cè: Jonathort'M.dotteg~n. AssìstäItSecretal) & SønÌørC;øunsel, Coipratea.d Securties,PracticeGroup,

*** FISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-16 *** 
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2455 Paces Ferry Rd. · Atlanta, GA 30339 

January 7, 2009 

Offce of Chief Counsel
 

Division of Corporation Finance 
u.s. Securities and Exchange Commission 
100 F Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20549 

Re: Shareholder Proposal of Connecticut Retirement Plans and Trust Funds
 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

On January 2,2009, The Home Depot, Inc. (the "Company") submitted a letter to the 
staff at the Division of Corporation Finance (the "Staff') of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission requesting that the Staff confirm that no enforcement action will be 
recommended against the Company if 
 the Company excludes a shareholder proposal (the 
"Proposal") from the Company's proxy materials (the "2009 Proxy Materials") for its 
2009 Anual Meeting of Shareholders (the "No-Action Request") in reliance on 
Rule 14a-8(g). The Proposal was submitted by Connecticut Retirement Plans and Trust
 

Funds (the "Proponent") on December l 1,2008, and relates to the Company's energy 
use. 

On Januar 6,2009, the Company received a letter from State Street Corporation dated 
January 6, 2008 (the "January 6 Letter"), stating that Cede & Co. is the record owner of 
shares of common stock of 
 the Company, beneficially owned by the Proponent and that 
the Proponent has held shares of 
 the Company with a market value grater than $2,000.00 
continuously since before December 11,2007. A copy of this letter is attached as Exhibit 
A. 

For the reasons stated below, the Company continues to request that the Staff not 
recommend enforcement action against the Company if the Company omits the Proposal 
from its 2009 Proxy Materials. 

The Januar 6 Letter was submitted outside the time frame set forth in Rule 14a-8(f) and 
thus does not satisfy the Proponent's obligations to verify its eligibility to submit a 
proposal to the Company. Under Rule 14a-8(f), the Company may exclude the Proposal 
if, after the Company has notified the Proponent of any eligibility or procedural 
deficiencies, the Proponent fails to adequately correct such deficiencies within 14 days 
from the date the Proponent received such notification. As outlined in the No-Action 
Request, on December 16, 2008, the Company sent, by overnight mail, the Proponent a 
letter requesting that the Proponent provide proof of eligibility pursuant to Rule 14a-8 

C;? 

-,.-(. 
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(the "Notification Letter"). Therefore,'the Proponent had until December 31, 2008, to 
adequately respond to the Notification Letter. The January 6 Letter was submitted to the 
Company after December 31, 2008, and thus is not timely. 

Further, as stated in the No-Action Request, the Company believes that an extension of 
the 14-day period is unwarranted as the Notification Letter fully complied with the 
requirements of Rule 14a-8 and the standards set forth in Staff 
 Legal Bulletin Nos. 14 and 
14B. 

Pursuant to Rule 14a-8G), enclosed are six copies of 
 this letter. A copy of 
 this letter, 
together with Exhibit A, is being mailed on this date to the Proponent, in accordance with 
Rule 14a-8G), informing it of 
 the Company's intention to omit the Proposal from the 
2009 Proxy Materials. 

Kindly acknowledge receipt of this letter by stamping and returning the enclosed copy of 
the first page and returning it in the enclosed envelope. If you have any questions with 
respect to this matter, please telephone me at (770) 384-2858. I may also be reached by 
fax at (770) 384-5842. 

Very truly yours, 

~~ 
Jonathan M. Gottsegen 
Assistant Secretary & Senior Counsel 
Corporate and Securities Practice Group 

Copy to: 

Mr. Donald Kirshbaum 
Mr. Howard G. Rifkin 
Connecticut Retirement Plans and Trust Funds 

Megan D. McIntyre, Esq. 
Grant & Eisenhofer P.A. 
Chase Manattan Centre 
1201 North Market Street 
Wilmington, DE 10801
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Januar 6, 2008

I

Mr. Jac A. Van Woerkom
Executive Vice President, Generl CoUnel and Corporate Secretar
The Home Depot Inc.
2455 Pacs Fer Road, N.W.

Atlanta Georgia 30339

Re: Connecticut Retirement Plans and,Trust Funds

Dear Mr. VanWoerkom,

Cede & Co is the record owner of shares of common stock ("Shares") of Home Depot Inc"
benefcially owned by the Connecticut Retirement Plans and Trut Funds ("CRPTF"). The shares held by
State Street Bank are held in the Depository Trust Company, in the paricipant code   The CRPTF has
held shaes of Home Depot Inc. (cusip 437076102) with a market value greater than $2,000.00 continuOusly
since before December 11, 2007.

'I
!

Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

~~iØ ~
Laura Baclaan
Assistant Vice President
Client Relations
State Street Corporation

Cc; Jonathon M: Gottsegen, Assistant Secreta & SeIor Counel, Corporate and Securties Practce Group

i

¡
i
i.-:..~..-.: .... ,... ,-",-;~-"-",,,;,.-:.-- ~~-~.~_...-.....-.~.....~_.:-:--..-----;~-_.....,.,..;.~.~. ....."". - ----_..._--_. -~-- -.--- --.- - .-.~~_..__.__.--_._.,,_.
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January 2, 2009 

Offce of Chief Counsel ;:.:¡ 

Division of Corporation Finance c.'? o
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission ~
 
100 F Street, N.E.
 
Washington, D.C. 20549
 

Re: Shareholder Proposal of the Connecticut Retirement Plans and Trust Funds 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

On behalf of The Home Depot, Inc. (the "Company"), the purpose of this letter is to 
notify the staff of the Division of Corporation Finance (the "Staff') of 
 the Company's 
intention to exclude a shareholder proposal from the Company's proxy materials (the 
"2009 Proxy Materials") for its 2009 Anual Meeting of Shareholders (the "2009 
Meeting"). The Connecticut Retirement Plans and Trust Funds (the "Proponent") 
submitted the proposal (the "Proposal"), which is attached as Exhibit A. 

In accordance with Rule 14a-8 under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, 
we respectfully request that the Staff confrm that no enforcement action wil be 
recommended against the Company if the Proposal is omitted from the 2009 Proxy 
Materials. Pursuant to Rule 14a-8G), enclosed are six copies of this letter and Exhibits A, 
B, C and D. A copy of 
 this letter, including Exhibits A, B, C and D, is being mailed on 
this date to the Proponent in accordance with Rule 14a-8G), informing the Proponent of 
the Company's intention to omit the Proposal from the 2009 Proxy Materials. 

The Company intends to commence distribution of its definitive 2009 Proxy Materials on 
or about April 
 1 0,2009. Pursuant to Rule 14a-8G), this letter is being submitted not less 
than 80 days before the Company files its definitive 2009 Proxy Materials with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission. 

The Proposal sets forth the following resolution: 

"RESOLVED: Shareholders request that The Home Depot assess its 
current companywide energy use, in its buildings, transportation, and 
the supply chain, set targets to reduce energy use in the future and 
report to shareholders (at reasonable cost and omitting proprietary
 

information) on its findings and progress by September 1,2009." 
USA
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The Company intends to omit the Proposal from the 2009 Proxy Materials on the basis of 
Rules 14a-8(b) and 14a-8(f) and requests concurence of 
 the Staff 
 that it wil not 
recommend enforcement action if the Company omits the Proposal from the 2009 Proxy 
Materials. 

Rule 14a-8(b) provides that, to be eligible to submit a proposal, a proponent must have 
continuously held at least $2,000 in market value, or 1 %, of 
 the company's securities 
entitled to be voted on the proposal at the meeting for at least one year by the date the 
proponent submitted the proposal and the proponent must continue to hold such securities 
through the date of the meeting. Under Rule 14a-8(b )(2), a proponent must submit to the 
company a written statement from the "record" holder of 
 the securities (usually a broker 
or ban) verifying that, at the time the proponent submitted the proposal, the proponent 
continuously held the securities for at least one year. Rule 14a-8(f) states that the 
company may exclude the proponent's proposal if, after the company has notified the 
proponent of any deficiency and the time frame for responding to remedy the deficiency 
(14 calendar days following receipt) has elapsed, the proponent fails to correct such 
deficiency within such 14 day period.
 

The Company received the Proposal on December 11,2008. On December 12,2008, the 
Company received a letter from State Street Corporation, dated December 12, 2008, 
stating that State Street Bank is the record owner of shares of common stock of the 
Company beneficially owned by the Proponent and that the Proponent has held shares of 
the Company with a market value of greater than $2,000 continuously for more than a 
one year period (the "Initial Verification"). A copy ofthis letter is attached as Exhibit B. 
According to the Company's records, the Proponent is not a record owner of the 
Company's common stock. Therefore, in accordance with Rule 14a-8(f), onDecember 
16, 2008 the Company sent, by overnght mail, the Proponent a letter requesting that the 
Proponent provide proof of eligibility pursuant to Rule 14a-8 (the "Notification Letter"). 
A copy of the Notification Letter is attached as Exhibit C. A copy of Rule 14a-8 was also 
provided to the Proponent. In particular, the Company specifically notified the Proponent 
that the Proponent is required to submit "a written statement from the 'record' holder of 
the securities (usually a broker or bank) verifying that, at the time the (P)roposal was 
submitted, (the Proponent) continuously held at least $2,000 in market value of the 
Company's securities for at least one year" and that such proof of ownership is required 
within 14 calendar days of the Proponent's receipt of 
 the Notification Letter. On 
December 18, 2008, the Company received another letter from State Street Corporation, 
dated December 12,2008, stating that Cede & Co. is the record owner of shares of 
common stock of the Company beneficially owned by Proponent and that the Proponent 
has held shares of 
 the Company with a market value of greater than $2,000 continuously 
for more than a one year period (the "Second Verification" and, together with the Initial 
Verification, the "Verification Letters"). A copy of the Second Verification is attached as 
Exhibit D. As ofthe date of 
 this letter, the Company has not received any fuher 
correspondence from the Proponent. Furher, the 14 day period within which the 
Proponent needed to respond to the Notification Letter and provide the information 
required under Rule 14a-8(b) has now lapsed. 

2 



In Staff Legal Bulletin No. 14 (July 13,2001), the Staff 
 reaffirmed its position that a 
proponent must submit proof from the record holder that the shareholder continuously 
owned the securities for a period of one year as of the time the proponent submitted the 
proposaL. The Staff has consistently granted no-action relief 
 pursuant to Rule 14a-8(f) 
where a proponent has failed to provide proof of beneficial ownership as of the date the 
proponent submitted the proposaL. See, e.g., IDACORP, Inc. (March 5, 2008), Safeway, 
Inc. (February 6, 2008), Exxon Mobil Corporation (Januar 29, 2008) and Intel Corp. 

December 12,(Januar 29,2004). Similarly, both Verification Letters are dated as of 


2008, which is one day after the Proponent submitted the ProposaL. The Verification 
Letters state that the Proponent "has held shares of (the Company's common stock) with 
market value greater than $2,000.00 continuously for more than a one year period." The 
Verification Letters do not, as required by Rule 14a-8(b), verify that the Proponent 
continuously held at least $2,000 in market value of 
 the Company's securities from, at the 
very latest, December 11, 2007 onwards. 

Moreover, the Company has complied with its obligations under Rule 14a-8(f). The 
Company timely delivered the Notification Letter to the Proponent within 14 days of its 
receipt of 
 the Proposal and the Notification Letter clearly stated the beneficial ownership 
requirements under Rule 14a-8(b )(1), the type of documentation necessary to 
demonstrate compliance with such requirements and the deadline within which the 
Proponent needed to provide such proof. 

Although the Staff has, in some instances, allowed proponents to correct such 
deficiencies after the 14 day period, the Staff has only done so if there were deficiencies 
in a company's notification letter. See, e.g., JPMorgan Chase & Co. (March 7, 2008), 
LNB Bancorp, Inc. (December 28, 2007) and AT&T Inc. (Februar 16, 2007). The
 

Company believes an extension of the 14 day period is unwaranted in this case as the 
Notification Letter fully complied with the requirements of Rule 14a-8 and the standards 
set forth in Staff 
 Legal Bulletin Nos. 14 and 14B. 

For the foregoing reasons, the Proposal may be properly excluded from the 2009 Proxy 
Materials under Rules 14a-8(b) and 14a-8(f). 

Accordingly, the Company respectfully requests that the Staff not recommend 
enforcement action if the Company omits the Proposal from its 2009 Proxy Materials. If 
the Staff does not concur with the Company's position, we would appreciate an 
opportunity to confer with the Staff prior to the issuance of a Rule 14a-8 response. The 
Proponent is requested to copy the undersigned on any response made to the Staff. 

3 



Kindly acknowledge receipt of this letter by stamping and returning the enclosed copy of 
the first page and returning it in the enclosed envelope. If you have any questions with 
respect to this matter, please telephone me at (770) 384-2858. I may also be reached by 
fax at (770) 384-5842. 

Very truly yours, 

Jonathan M. Gottsegen 
Assistant Secretary & Senior Counsel 
Corporate and Securities Practice Group 

4
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December 11; 2008 

Mr. Jack A. VanWoerkom 
Executive Vice President, General Counsel and Corporate Secretar 
The Home Depot, Inc.
 
2455 Paces Fer Road, N.W.
 
Atlanta Georgia 30339
 

Dear Mr. VanWoerkom 

The purose of ths leter is to submit the attached shareholder resolution on behalf of the 
Connecticut Retiement Plas and Trust Funds (CRPTF) for consideration and action by 

I 
; shareholders at the next anual meetig of The Home Depot. The CRPTF curently of 

962,175 shaes of 
 The Home Depot with market value of approxiately $23,371,230. 
:.. .
 

I We recently wrote to your Lead Independent ÐÎIl~ctor - Bonne HiIi- reuesting that we 
l open a dialogue with the company on critical issues relatìIg to how the company is 

approaching energy effciency and conseration in your stores, trportation and supply
 

, chai and related issues. We are filig ths shareholder resolution in order to meet your
 

filing deadlie, and would be pleaed if discussions 
 result in our being able to withdrw 
the resolution. 

We look forward to 
 hearg frm you. ' 

Please contat Donald Kirshbaum, Investment Officer for Policy at 860-102-3164 to let 
I us know wha the best way is for us to pursue these issues with you. 

:1 
S~y 

I 

H~~G.Ri 
J Deputy State Treasurer 
J 

j 

cc: Bonne G. Hill, Lead Independent Director 
Mr: Francis S. Blake, Chaian and CEO 

I 

i 
55 Elm Street Hartord, Connecticut 06106-1773 

An Eqtul Opportnit Employer, ' 

i-....,..___......._...._.._____.._i
 
i 
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Whereas: 
. j 

Rising energy costs and concern aboutenergysecurty,cliate-chae~dnthburg-of fossil
 

fuels ar focusing increasing amounts of attntion on energy effciency. The G8 in 2007 commtted 
to tae strong and early action to tackle cliate change. In the US, domestc reguations addressIng 
the matter contiue to gain momentu. Many of 
 these reguations address the energy effciency of 
buildigs. 

Accordig to U.S. Secretar of 
 Energy Samuel Bodman (in a speech July 16, 2007) ''There is alo a 
clear and growing recogntion of 
 the role that prioritiing energy efficiency must play. As most of 
you know, the largest source of imediately available "new" energy Is the energy we waste every
 

day. Indee it is the cheapest, most abundat, cleanest, most realy available source of energy 
:1"	 American can access". 
'! 

The July 2006 ''National Action Plan for Energy Effciency" - developed by more than 50 leadg 
organations "presented policy recommendations for creatig a suaiable, aggressive national
 

commtment to energy effciency though gas and electrc utilities, utility reguators, and parer 
¡
 

~ll'
 organtions." The report pointed out that ''Widespread application of energy efficiency 
progr... would yield anual energy bil savigs of nearly $20 billon, with net societal benefits 

.,	 of more th $250 billon over the next 10 to 15 year. Ths scenao could defer the need for 
20,000 megawatts (M, or 40 new 500MW power plants". 

:¡ 

,-j	 Accordig to estiates by the Envionmenta Protection Agency, residential and commercial 

buildigs account for approximately 40 percent of energy and 70 percent of electrcity consumed in 
oj	 the US each year. The Energy Independence and Securty Act of 2007 emphasize energy effciency 

resultig in energy, carbon and economic savigs. The bil authories the Commercial Buildig 
Intiative with a goal of al new commercial buildigs having a net zero energy usage by 2030. 

'i 

At the local 
 level, at least 46 state, county and city governents have adopted policies requing or 
encourgig the use of the US Gren Building Council's Leadership in Energy and Envinmental 
Design (LEED) program, which places a heaVy emphais on energy effciency among other thgs.
 

As concer about rising energy prices, cliate change and energy securty contiue to increae, 
we believe the focus on energy efficiency will only intenify. For large retal chai ths focus will
 

¡	 

extend not only to stores but also to the supportg distrbution and tranportaton networks. It is
 
vita that our company be well positioned to compete going forward. Takg action to improve
 

i	 energy effciency can reult in fiancial and competitive advantages. Ignoring th quickly growig 
trend could position our company as an indust laggard and expose it to competitive, reputationa 
and reguatory risk. 

J 

" 

;~ _.....:_--~.._--:'_. '---';"~_"" ......._...~. . ..--........."_._--..~.........._~-.-....__.....__...­
i
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RESOLVED: Shareholder request that The Home Depot assess its curnt companywde energy 
use, in its buildigs, trporton, and the supply cha, set tagets to reduce energy use in the
 

futue and report to shaeholders (at reasonable cost and omitting proprieta inormation) on its 
'"j 

fidings and progress by September 1, 2009.
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STATE STRET~

December 12, 2008

Mr. Jack A. Van W oerkom
Executive Vice President, General Counsel and Corporate Sectar
The Home Depot Inc.
2455 Pace Fer Road, N.W.

Atlanta, Georgia

Re: Connecticut RetirementPlans and Trust Funds

Dea Mr. Van W oerkom,

LIura Bacar
Ast Vice Prdent
State Street fi.nancial Cenlcr
2 Avenue de w.fay~1te
Bostoii,.'v 02111

l'hone: (617) 6(;4-9407
Fax: (17) 76~1-()907
E-Mail:
1m backm¡II1~~ìst(lttsti'eèt.com

State Street Ban is the record owner of shares of common stock ("Shares") of Home Depot Inc.,
beneficially owned by the Connecticut Retiement Plan and Trust Funds ("CRPTF"). The shares held by
State Street Ban are held in the Depsitory Trust Company, in the parcipant code  . The CRPTF has
held shares of Home Depot Inc. (cusip 437076102) with a market value greater than $2,000.00 continuously
for more than a one yea perod.

Please contact me if you have any questions or concer.

lt'~
Laura Backman
Assistat Vice President

Client Relations
State Street Corporation

....'......;. ..........._-~--.-. ". ._.....-.....---........_...

:.~
't .
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December i 6, 2008 
BY OVERNGHT MA 

Mr. Donald Kishbaum . 
, .
 
.1 Investment Offcer for Policy
 

Connecticut Retiement Plan and Tru Funds 
Offce of the Treasurer of the State of 
 Connecticut
 

i 55 Elm Street
 
Harord, CT 06106-1773
 

Dea Mr. K.rshbaum: 

I am wrting in response to (1) the correspondence dated December 11,2008 sent
 
by Mr. Howard G. Rifk on behalf of Connecticut Retiement Plans and Trust Funds
 

i
i

("CRPTF"), addressed to Mr. Jack A. VanWoerkom of The Home Depot, Inc. (the
 
:i "Company"), regarding a proposal on energy effciency and conseration, and 

(2) separate correspondence, dated December 12,2008 from State Street Ban, addressed 
to Mr. VanWoerkom. 

Before we can process CRPTF's proposal, we need to conf that it satisfies the' 
eligibilty requiements of Rule i 4a-8 under the Securties Exchange Act of 1934. Rule 
14a-8(b) requires submission of a wrttn sttement from the ''record'' holder of the 
securties (usually a broker or ban) verig tht, at the -tie the proposa was
j 
submitted, CRPTF contiuously held at least $2,000 in market value of the Company's 
securities for at least one year. I have enclosed a letter from Computershare, the 

" Company's tranfer agent, sttig that State Street Ban is not a ''record'' holder of the 
, 

Company's securties as of 
 December 11, 2008. 

As required by sttute, please send us such proof of ownership within 14 calendar ' 
das of receivig ths letter. Own,?rship documentation may be sent to me by fax. My
 

fax number is (770) 384-5842. For your reference, I am enclosing a copy of Rule 14a-8. 

Should you reqUie any additional informatiòn or if you would like to discuss this 
mattr, pleae call me at (770) 384-2858,.
 

Very try yours,
 

s:/J~M. G~ 
Jonath M. Gottegen
 

Enclosure 

! ~-Copy: Mr. Howard G. Rifk
 

Deputy State Treasur 
I Pr Sp 

L 
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Jonathan Gotten''1 

Senior Counse, 'Corpor'te'anc 
Serlties Praice GroP 

The Home De, Inc. 
;!
j 2455 Pace Ferr Road N:W. 

Atlnta, GA 30339..4024 . 

'i 
-'1 Der Mr.dGoen,: 

tomputershore 

, Computei:har.. Investor 5el\lces 
250 Royall Street 
Canton, Ma' 02021 

WW.computersha.re.com 

Deber 16, 200 

You have asked whethet'or not State str Bank-In collunctóh' wIt
j ConectitRetlremënt 
Plans and Tru Fund appears as a 'rerd hOër of share of aiminon stk of Tne Home'
 

Depot, Inc. We, as trnsr aQnt f,rTha Home'Depot"Inc., 'hereby çonfnn that",as of
",~,i December 11:, 2908, State Str Bak in ëonjundn with ~niiutRetirement Plans,and 
.1 
i Trust Fund is not-a recrd holder of sUCh shares. 

!
 
~
 

Sincerely, 

,.-L)b~)t~,~ -~o-n.L:)

"I
 

.1
 

Deborah H. f\òiT
 

Relatinship M~na 
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Decmber 12. 2008

Mr. Jac A. VanWoerkom
Executive Vice Prident, Gener Counsel and Cozorate Seceta
The Home Dept Inc.
2455 Pac Fer Road N. W.

Atlanta Georgå

Re: Conneccut Retrement Pla an Trut Funds

Dear Mr. VanWoerom,

LaUl Bac11l
Ast ~ 1'dmf
State Sfreel' Firuru.:ial Center
Z ./enue de Lii(ëlYciic

, Ro$ton, MA 021 i i

,Phori~: (61n llH4-~l40i
Fax: (61 i) 76~)-¡;~l07
t:-M¡til:
I inbal..kl'an~~siarC$1 reel ,c.OI1

Cede &. Co is the rerd owner of sbaesof coon stock ('~Shares'~ of Home Dept Inc.~
benefCially owned, by the Connecticut Retire.t PlaI an Tru Funds ("CRPTFì. The shares held by
Sta Str Ban ar held in the Depository Tru Company, in the paicipant 

code  7. The CRPF ha
held shaes of Home Depot Inc. (cusip 437076102) with a maret value grter th $2,000.00 contnuously

for'more th a one year penod.

Plea contact me if you have any questions or conce.

~wi-~.h
La Backan
Assistt Vice President

Client Relations
Sta Str Coiportion

, Cc: Jonath Gottegen, Senor Counl, COIporate and Secar Prctice Group

_.~'~~~.-._--..--.--..._...~...:.,. ....-- .

*** FISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-16 *** 
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